MONTHLY MEETING REPORTS – DECEMBER 2016

3rd Meeting of the Nautical Information Provision
Working Group (NIPWG)
Busan, Republic of Korea, 5 – 9 December
The 3rd meeting of the Nautical Information Provision Working Group (NIPWG) took place in
Busan, Republic of Korea, from 5 to 9 December, hosted by the Korea Hydrographic and
Oceanographic Agency (KHOA).
The NIPWG is the IHO working group reporting to the Hydrographic Services and Standards
Committee (HSSC) that is responsible for the development of specifications in support of the e‐
navigation services that are intended to provide mariners with harmonized up‐to‐date
information on integrated displays in the future.
The meeting was chaired by Mr Jens Schröder‐Fürstenberg (Germany). Thirty‐one delegates
from 13 Member States (Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Republic
of Korea, Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States) and four
stakeholder organizations (Anthropocene Institute, Korean Hydrography and Research
Association, Korean Research Institute of Ships & Oceans Engineering, University of New
Hampshire) attended the meeting. The IHO Secretariat was represented by Assistant Director
Yves Guillam. Mr Lim Chaeho, Director of KHOA Nautical Chart Division, welcomed the
participants on behalf of the Director General of KHOA, stressing the importance of the activities
of the NIPWG for developing future e‐navigation products and services.

Participants of the NIPWG‐3 Meeting
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The meeting considered the continuing development of S‐100 based product specifications
assigned to the NIPWG. The course of actions was adjusted in accordance with the decisions
made, and priorities given at the eighth meeting of HSSC two weeks earlier. It was agreed to put
on hold and benchmark S‐126 (Physical Environment) with existing features of physical
characteristics of other product specifications such as S‐111 (Surface Currents), S‐411 (Ice
Information) and S‐412 (Weather Overlay) which are developing at a faster pace. It was also
decided to speed up the finalization of S‐122 (Marine Protected Areas) and S‐123 (Radio Services)
product specifications through out‐sourcing, due to the lack of resources and expertise available
in the group since some expert contributors from industry had been obliged to step down
recently.
Following a presentation on the test strategy for S‐100 based products, the working group
decided to develop and maintain a matrix of interoperability issues based on the results of
testbeds and experimentations such as the sea trial of S‐101 (Electronic Navigational Charts), S‐
124 (Navigational Warnings), S‐111 and S‐112 (Dynamic Water Level Data Transfer) conducted
by KHOA in October 2016. The NIPWG also started to review the IHO Resolutions in M‐3 that
are under its remit. Proposals to amend them will be made through the normal procedure via
the HSSC except for IHO Resolution 4/1967 as amended (Submarine Cables). Noting the vital
importance of submarine cables, a revised text developed through the efficient relationship
established by NIPWG with the representative of the International Cable Protection Committee
(ICPC) will be submitted directly by Germany, as Chair of both the NIPWG and the HSSC, as a
proposal to the 1st Session of the Assembly.
The NIPWG considered the objectives and the preparation of the workshop on the visualization
of nautical information that will be kindly hosted by the University of New Hampshire, United
States, from 22 to 26 May 2017. The meeting agreed that it would be a good opportunity to
enlist representatives from the Nautical Cartography Working Group (NCWG) so they can share
their expertise on portrayal issues. Practical examples illustrating of the problem of depicting
uncertainty in some nautical information (“fuzzy” areas) will be collected prior to the workshop.
During the meeting, several members
provided top level presentations of
development in their countries that have
direct links to the development of
e‐navigation.
Norway provided an
update on the development of the digital
application named “the Norwegian Pilot”,
while the Republic of Korea introduced
the SMART project, which aims to
demonstrate the benefits of the
e‐navigation concept.
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NIPWG Members were also invited to liaise with their national International Maritime
Organization (IMO) representatives to seek support for the activation of the IMO/IHO
Harmonization Group on Data Modelling. All agreed that more guidance was required to ensure
the proactive development of the IMO’s Maritime Service Portfolios within the NIPWG.
All the documents considered at the meeting are available on the IHO web site at:
www.iho.int > Committees & WG > NIPWG > NIPWG‐3.
The 4th meeting of the NIPWG is scheduled to be held in conjunction with the workshop on the
visualization of nautical information at the University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, United
States from 22 to 26 May 2017.
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10th Anniversary of Contributions
by the Republic of Korea
to the IHO Capacity Building Programme
IHO Secretariat, Monaco, 7 December
The 10th anniversary of continuous support by the Republic of Korea (ROK) to the IHO Capacity
Building (CB) Programme was acknowledged by a special meeting held at the IHO Secretariat,
Monaco on 7 December. The ROK delegation comprised Director General of Korea Hydrographic
and Oceanographic Agency (KHOA) Mr Ryoo Jae‐hyung, Mr Kim Baek Soo, Mr Kang Seongmin,
Prof. Choi Yunsoo and Ms Yu Aeri. The IHO was represented by Secretary‐General Robert Ward,
Directors Mustafa Iptes and Gilles Bessero, Assistant Director Alberto Costa Neves, Project
Officer seconded to the IHO Secretariat by the ROK Baek Yong and Accounting and
Administration Assistant Sandrine Brunel.

Participants at 10th Anniversary of Contributions by the ROK
to the IHO Capacity Building Programme
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The ROK’s support to the IHO Capacity Building Programme was initiated in 2006 under the
terms of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the IHO and the ROK. A total of two
million Euros has been provided over the last ten years which has made up a significant part of
the CB Fund used to support the annual IHO CB Work Programme (CBWP). The MoU was
renewed in 2011 when a Programme Management Board (PMB) was established to manage the
IHO‐ROK Programme of Technical Cooperation which meets annually and reviews the
implementation of the ROK’s contribution. The ROK’s contribution has supported education
programmes in hydrography and cartography, training for trainers' courses, seminars and short
courses on hydrographic surveys, ENC quality assurance, marine spatial data infrastructures,
law of the sea, and tides and water levels, amongst others.
The meeting was opened by Secretary‐General Ward and Director General Ryoo who both
highlighted the contribution of the ROK and the achievements that it has made possible. Ms Yu
reviewed the ROK’s contribution to CB Programme during the last 10 years and Director Iptes
provided his assessment of the positive impact on the CB Programme and the aims of the IHO.
The meeting reviewed the current training and education activities, in particular the Category
"A" Hydrography Programme at the University of Southern Mississippi (USM), USA and the
Category "B" Marine Geospatial Information Programme at KHOA, Busan sponsored by the ROK.
The meeting was also briefed on Training for Trainers (TFT) activities being conducted by the
East Asia Hydrographic Commission’s Training, Research and Development Center (TRDC)
hosted by KHOA and its support to the regional hydrographic community.
Mr Baek presented a review of the Technical Cooperation Projects that have also been supported
by the ROK in addition to its contribution to the CB programme. The meeting considered
potential ways of developing further cooperation in this area. The meeting also agreed on the
need to revise the current MoU in order to update its content and include technical cooperation.
During the meeting Director General Ryoo indicated that he expected ROK’s support for CB
activities would continue in the future. At the end of meeting, Secretary‐General Ward thanked
the Republic of Korea on behalf of the IHO Member States for its continuing and generous
support to the IHO Work Programme, not only in the area of capacity building, but increasingly
in several important areas of the IHO technical work programme and for its support of the
Secretariat through the secondment of officers.
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4th Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS 2016)
Rotterdam, Netherlands, 30 November to 2 December
The World Ocean Council (WOC) held its 4th Sustainable Ocean
Summit in Rotterdam, Netherlands from 30 November to 2
December.
WOC is a non‐governmental, not‐for‐profit
organization registered in the United States and the United
Kingdom. It has been established as an international multi‐
industry business leadership alliance on ocean sustainability,
science and stewardship. WOC was accredited as an observer to the IHO earlier this year.
WOC initiated the series of Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS) in 2010 with the aim to provide a
cross‐sectoral platform for leadership companies and organizations to advance the development
and implementation of industry‐driven solutions to ocean sustainability challenges. SOS 2016
was the fourth edition and the first one to occur on an annual basis. The SOS 2016 theme was
“Ocean 2030: Sustainable Development Goals and the Ocean Business Community”.
The Summit attracted more than 200 participants representing the various marine industries,
including shipping, oil and gas, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism, renewable energy, ports,
dredging, cables, as well as the maritime legal, financial and insurance communities and related
intergovernmental and non‐governmental organizations, including UN Programmes and
Agencies, the International Maritime Organization, the International Oceanographic Commission
and the European Commission. Director Gilles Bessero represented the IHO.

The Ocean Executive Forum at SOS 2016
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The Summit featured seven plenary sessions and five groups of three parallel sessions. The
sessions addressed a variety of topics such as projections on the future of the ocean economy in
the context of the UN sustainable development goals, the role of maritime clusters, the role of
industry in the implementation of the sustainable development goals, the implication for
industry of the development of international instruments on regulating areas beyond national
jurisdictions, “green shipping”, marine spatial planning, accelerating investment for ocean
sustainable development, etc. Director Bessero opened the session on “smart ocean ‐ smart
industries: industry data collection and sharing to improve ocean knowledge” with a
presentation on “Chart the Oceans by 2030: what role for industry”.
A welcome reception was hosted by the government of the City of Rotterdam, represented by
Alderman Pex Langenberg, in charge of Transport, Sustainability and Culture.
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14th Conference of the
South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission
and
Technical Workshop for Pacific Island Countries and
Territories on Formulating and Implementing Strategic
Development Plans for Hydrography
Nouméa, New Caledonia, 28 November - 2 December
14th Conference of the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission
The Government of New Caledonia, the French Hydrographic Office (Service Hydrographique et
Océanographique de la Marine ‐ SHOM) and the Pacific Community (SPC) jointly hosted the 14th
Conference of the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission (SWPHC) from 30 November to
2 December in Nouméa, New Caledonia. Representatives from all eight Member States of the
Commission (Australia, Fiji, France, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, UK, USA), and six of
the seven Associate Members (Cook Islands, Kiribati, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu)
attended the meeting. Two Observer States (New Caledonia, Tuvalu), five international
organisations and nine representatives from industry also participated, a total of 46
participants. The IHO was represented by Secretary‐General Robert Ward and Assistant
Director Alberto Costa Neves.
The meeting was opened by Captain Éric Mevelec, Director of the Department of Maritime
Affairs in New Caledonia, on behalf of the President of the Government of New Caledonia, Mr.
Philippe Germain, and chaired by Commodore Brett Brace (Australia).
Each of the coastal States present provided an update on their activities since the last meeting
that took place in the Cook Islands 19 months previously. The Commission acknowledged the
achievements and developments in Fiji, where the profile of hydrography has been raised and
appropriate legislation and foreign agreements were established. Papua New Guinea reported
that it had signed a cooperative agreement with Australia to ensure that it is able to properly
meet its international obligations under the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS). It reported also the establishment of a network of tide gauges, and informed on the
funding for hydrographic surveys provided by the Asian Development Bank. Tonga reported
that it had established a National Hydrographic Coordinating Committee and that the Navy is
now tasked with the collection of hydrographic data for which it will shortly acquire a new
vessel that was capable of conducting hydrographic surveys.
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14th Conference of the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission
The Cook Islands reported the establishment of its National Hydrographic Coordinating
Committee and a bilateral agreement with New Zealand. Kiribati has adopted a new Maritime
Act and acceded to the SOLAS Convention. Solomon Islands has provided hydrographic
surveying and charting awareness to tertiary institutions and government agencies, established
chart sales services to the local shipping industry and foreign vessels entering its waters and
started conducting hydrographic surveys. Vanuatu reported significant progress towards
becoming a Member State of the IHO.
The meeting was informed of recent technical visits to Kiribati, Niue, Samoa, Tuvalu and Vanuatu
conducted under the auspices of the IHO capacity building work programme with support from
New Zealand and the United Kingdom. Member States in the region also reported on the
developments and progress in chart production systems and new chart releases and the support
being provided to Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs) through the New Zealand
Pacific Region Navigation Initiative (PRNI), from the United Kingdom Commonwealth Marine
Economies (CME) Programme and from the Geoscience Division of the Pacific Community (SPC).
SPC briefed the Commission on the development of its proposed Safety of Navigation Strategy
and the progress being made in developing its hydrographic capacity. New Zealand reported on
the recent outcomes from its evidence‐based hydrographic risk assessment initiative to identify
priorities and areas where chart remediation should be a priority. The Commission members
reviewed their requirements for further capacity building support and agreed on priorities to be
submitted to the next meeting of the IHO Capacity Building Sub‐Committee that will take place
in June 2017.
The Commission was informed about the impact of significant natural disasters that have taken
place in the region since the last meeting, in particular the severe tropical cyclone PAM in March
2015 affecting Vanuatu mainly and the severe tropical cyclone WINSTON which struck Fiji in
February 2016 and the very recent earthquake that struck southern New Zealand in November.
The Chair of SWPHC in close coordination with the IHO Secretariat monitored the impact of
these disasters and undertook a coordinating role, as guided by IHO Resolution 1/2005 as
amended.
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IHO SWPHC Technical Workshop for PICTs on Formulating and Implementing Strategic
Development Plans for Hydrography
The 14th meeting of the Commission was preceded by a workshop for PICTs on Formulating and
Implementing Strategic Development Plans for Hydrography sponsored by the IHO capacity
building fund and delivered by representatives from the Primary Charting Authorities in the
region, IHO and International Association of Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities
(IALA). The workshop was intended to provide the representatives of the PICTs with elements
to assist in the development and strengthening of hydrographic capacity to meet their
international obligations under SOLAS and to support economic growth and protection of the
marine environment. Nine presenters briefed the 30 participants to the workshop over two
days. Their presentations are being made available on the IHO website under the SWPHC page.

IHO SWPHC Technical Workshop
Australasian Hydrographic Society's Patron Gold Medal
During the meeting of the SWPHC, Mr. Ron Furness, Vice President of the FIG/IHO/ICA
International Board on Standards of Competence for Hydrographic Surveyors and Nautical
Cartographers (IBSC) presented the Australasian Hydrographic Society's Patron Gold Medal to
the IHO Secretary‐General Robert Ward. The medal is the Society's highest individual
recognition to its members, to be granted for the most significant service to industry and the
Society, or technical and academic achievements in hydrography or related sciences, over an
extended period.
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Mr. Ron Furness presented the Australasian Hydrographic
Society's Patrons Gold Medal to the IHO Secretary‐General
Robert Ward

Next Meeting
Subject to final confirmation, the next meeting is scheduled in South Tarawa, Kiribati, in
February or March 2018. The Commission re‐elected Commodore Brett Brace (Australia) to
continue as its Chair and elected Lieutenant‐Commander Gerard Rokoua (Fiji) as its Vice‐Chair.
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