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1. The fifth session of the Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search 

and Rescue (NCSR 5) of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) was held at the IMO 

Headquarters in London, United Kingdom, from 19 to 23 February 2018.  The following items 

are of relevance to WWNWS-SC: 
 

Agenda Item 3: Routeing measures and mandatory ship reporting systems; 

Agenda Item 6: Guidelines for the harmonized display of navigation information 

received via communications equipment; 

Agenda Item 7: Guidelines on standardized modes of operation, S-mode, (for 

navigational equipment); 

Agenda Item 8: Develop guidance on definition and harmonization of the format and 

structure of Maritime Service Portfolios (MSPs); 

Agenda Item 9: Updating of the GMDSS master plan and guidelines on MSI (maritime 

safety information) provisions; 

Agenda Item 11: Revision of SOLAS chapters III and IV for Modernization of the Global 

Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS), including related and 

consequential amendments to other existing instruments; 

Agenda Item 14: Developments in GMDSS satellite services; and 

 
a. Agenda Item 3 - Routeing measures and mandatory ship reporting systems 

 
The Sub-Committee approved the establishment of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) 

and associated measures In Dangan Channel, with a view to adoption by the Maritime 

Safety Committee (MSC). 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the establishment of the TSS and associated routeing 

measures In the vicinity of Kattegat, with a view to adoption by the Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the amendment to the existing areas to be avoided Off the 

coast of Ghana in the Atlantic Ocean, with a view to adoption by the Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the establishment of the precautionary area Dangan 

Channel No.2 with the recommended directions of traffic flow, with a view to adoption 

by the Committee. 
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The Sub-Committee approved the establishment of deep-water routes, recommended 

routes and precautionary area In the vicinity of Kattegat, with a view to adoption by the 

Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the establishment of two-way routes, precautionary areas 

and areas to be avoided In the Bering Sea and Bering Strait, with a view to adoption by 

the Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the draft MSC resolution on Mandatory ship reporting 

system in the Torres Strait region and the Inner Route of the Great Barrier Reef 

(REEFREP), with a view to adoption by the Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee invited Member States concerned to review the adopted mandatory 

ship reporting systems, as appropriate, for the purpose of reducing ships' reporting 

burden by utilizing automated ship reporting by electronic means, as specified in 

resolution MSC.433(98). 

 

The provisions agreed by the Sub-Committee will now be submitted to the MSC for 

adoption at its 99th session in May 2018.  Implementation of the provisions mentioned 

will be not less than six months after adoption by the MSC with the exception for those 

In the vicinity of Kattegat, which will be implemented on 1 July 2020. 

 

The Sub-Committee endorsed the opinion of the Expert Group, with respect to the 

challenges met in the course of their work, and: 

  

i. invited Member States concerned to voluntarily submit to the Secretariat for 

advice, as appropriate, initial proposals at least 6 months in advance of the next 

session; and 

 

ii. urged Member States to adhere to the requirements and guidelines and 

provide necessary information in the document in their submissions. 

 

b. Agenda Item 6 - Guidelines for the harmonized display of navigation information 

received via communications equipment 

 

The Sub-Committee considered the progress of several outputs related to the display of 

navigation-related information.  

 

The Sub-Committee endorsed the draft Interim Guidelines for the harmonized display of 

navigation information received via communications equipment and the associated draft 

MSC Circular, for approval by the Committee. 

 

In undertaking this work, the Navigation Working Group noted the interrelationship with 

the work on the Standardized mode of operation, S-mode, and the Guidance on the 

definition and harmonization of the format and structure of maritime service within the 

Maritime Service Portfolio (MSP).  The Working Group further noted that the proposal 

from Ukraine in document NCSR 5/6/1 (Integration and presentation of available 

navigation-related information exchange via communication equipment by integrating 

VHF/MF/HF DSC into INS), while addressing a crucial aspect, was only part of a wider 

solution needed to allow information received from any communications equipment to be 

route onto navigation equipment.  It was therefore agreed to consider incorporating the 

Ukraine proposal at a later stage, prior to finalizing the guidelines. 

 

Due to the decision taken by MSC 98, the proposed unrelated amendments prepared 

under the output on the "Interconnection of NAVTEX and Inmarsat SafetyNet receivers 
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and their display on Integrated Navigation Display systems" would be kept on hold for 

an unknown period of time. 

  

c. Agenda Item 7 - Guidelines on standardized modes of operation, S-mode 

 

The Sub-Committee considered the document NCSR 5/7, submitted by Australia, the 

Republic of Korea, InterManager and the Nautical Institute, containing draft Guidelines 

on the standardized modes of operation, S-mode. 

 

The Sub-Committee agreed that with the completion of the S-mode guidelines, a 

consequential revision to SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.1 on Amended guidelines for the 

presentation of navigational related symbols, terms and abbreviations was necessary. 

Hence the Sub-Committee agreed that the intersessional Correspondence Group should 

also be tasked with the revision of SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.1. 

 

The Sub-Committee established, under the coordination of Australia, an intersessional 

Correspondence Group to continue the development of the draft Guidelines on 

standardized modes of operation, S-Mode under the associated terms of reference with 

the view of submitting to the next session of the Sub-Committee a report of the 

Correspondence Group’s work, a consolidated draft S-Mode guidelines, and 

consequential draft amendments to SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.1. 

 

d. Agenda Item 8 - Develop guidance on definition and harmonization of the format 

and structure of Maritime Service Portfolios (MSPs) 
 

The Sub-Committee considered a number of document submissions and proposals 

covering the development of guidance on the definition and harmonization of the format 

and structure of Maritime Service Portfolios (MSPs).  It was agreed to retain the template 

for maritime service descriptions in the draft Guidance.  

 

The representative of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and 

Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) informed the Sub-Committee that they had already 

developed a draft descriptions of maritime services for Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) 

Services using the draft template.  While it was noted that this was still work in progress, 

the Sub-Committee concurred that it would serve as a good example and tool for other 

domain coordinating bodies and therefore it was agreed to include the draft descriptions 

of the VTS Services. 

 

The Sub-Committee agreed to invite domain coordinating bodies, if established, to 

submit the description of maritime services under their remit, using the draft template, to 

HGDM 2:  

 

 IALA for maritime service No.1 (VTS Information Service (INS)) 

 IALA for maritime service No.2 (Navigational Assistance Service (NAS)) 

 IALA for maritime service No.3 (Traffic Organization Service (TOS)) 

 IHMA for maritime service No.4 (Local Port Service (LPS)) 

 IHO for maritime service No.5 (Maritime Safety Information Service (MSI)) 

 IMPA for maritime service No.6 (Pilotage service) 

 IHO for maritime service No.11 (Nautical Chart Service) 

 IHO for maritime service No.12 (Nautical Publications Service) 

 WMO for maritime service No.13 (Ice Navigation Service) 

 WMO for maritime service No.14 (Meteorological Information Service) 

 IHO for maritime service No.15 (Real-time hydrographic and environmental 

information Service)  
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The IHO representative noted that MSI is not within the remit of the IHO; it was agreed 

that the IHO would contribute and support this domain through the WWNWS-SC but 

responsibility would remain with the IMO. 

 

It was noted that for the following maritime services the domain coordinating bodies 

have not yet been identified:  

 

 Maritime service No.7 (Tug service) 

 Maritime service No.8 (Vessel Shore Reporting) 

 Maritime service No.9 (Telemedical Assistance Service (TMAS)) 

 Maritime service No.10 (Maritime Assistance Service (MAS)) 

 Maritime service No.16 (Search and Rescue Service) 

 

The Sub-Committee agreed to establish a robust future process for the review of the 

received descriptions of maritime services, using the example templates, after 

finalization of the Guidance.  In addition the Sub-Committee instructed the second 

meeting of the IMO/IHO Harmonization Group on Data Modelling (HGDM2) to 

consider development of a sustainable continuous review process, without a substantive 

role for the organs of the Organization as the resources were not available to support 

substantial additional tasking. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the revised terms of reference for the HGDM and agreed 

to the relaxation of the deadline for submissions from domain coordinating bodies in 

respect to submissions of maritime service descriptions. 

 

As a result of the discussions on the prioritization of each e-navigation task, the Sub-

Committee updated the IMO e-navigation Strategy Implementation Plan (SIP) and 

agreed to forward it to the Committee for approval as an MSC Circular. 

 

e. Agenda Item 9 - Updating of the GMDSS master plan and guidelines on MSI 

(maritime safety information) provisions 
 

The Sub-Committee noted the information provided by the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) on the activities undertaken by the newly formed Worldwide Met-

Ocean Information and Warning Service (WWMIWS) Committee of the WMO/IOC 

Joint Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) to 

coordinate the provision of MSI for the WWMIWS.  This Committee reflects the IHO 

World-Wide Navigational Warning Service Sub-Committee (WWNWS-SC) and together 

they will coordinate the provision of MSI and the maintenance of the supporting 

documentation. The Sub-Committee also noted that the list of METAREA Coordinators 

had been included in a new annex 2 to the COMSAR.1 circular on the list of NAVAREA 

Coordinators.  It was further noted that the circular had been renamed as List of 

NAVAREA and METAREA Coordinators, which was disseminated for the first time as 

COMSAR.1/Circ.58, on 9 June 2017. 

 

The Sub-Committee noted that amendments to the GMDSS Master Plan had been 

distributed in GMDSS/Circ.21 on 31 May 2017 and Administrations were encouraged to 

check their national data for accuracy and to provide the Organization with any necessary 

amendments.  The Chair of the IHO World-Wide Navigational Warning Service Sub-

Committee (WWNWS-SC) reported on the activities of the sub-committee, highlighting 

the on-going maintenance of the documentation related to the provision of Maritime 

Safety Information (MSI) and the capacity building training provided to the Meso-
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American and Caribbean Hydrographic Commission and the South West Pacific 

Hydrographic Commission regions. 

 

The Sub-Committee received a report from the Chair of the IMO NAVTEX Panel, 

including details of proposed new NAVTEX stations which had recently become 

operational and stations which had become or remained non-operational.  After receiving 

statements from the delegations of Cyprus, Greece and Turkey on the delimitation of the 

NAVTEX service areas in the eastern Mediterranean; the Sub-Committee invited the 

Chair of the IMO NAVTEX Coordinating Panel to take action, as he deemed 

appropriate.   

 

f. Agenda Item 11 - Revision of SOLAS chapters III and IV for Modernization of the 

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS), including related and 

consequential amendments to other existing instruments 

 

The Sub-Committee noted the outcomes of the discussions which took place on the 

further development of the preliminary draft revision of SOLAS chapters III and IV at 

the thirteenth meeting of the Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group, which were based on the 

interim report submitted by the Correspondence Group on the Modernization of the 

GMDSS.  The Sub-Committee also considered the report of the Correspondence Group 

on the Modernization of the GMDSS, which contained comments and suggested 

revisions on SOLAS chapters III and IV and the plan for revision of related instruments.   

The Sub-Committee approved the proposed work plan for related and consequential 

amendments to existing instruments other than SOLAS and approved the terms of 

reference for the re-established Correspondence Group on the modernization of the 

GMDSS. 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the terms of reference for the 14th meeting of the Joint 

IMO/ITU Experts Group, to be held 3-7 September 2018 at the IMO in London. 

 

g. Agenda Item 14 - Developments in GMDSS satellite services 

 

The Sub-Committee approved the International Mobile Satellite Organization’s (IMSO) 

annual report on Inmarsat’s public service obligations for the provision of recognized 

mobile satellite communication services in the GMDSS.  The Sub-Committee also 

considered the information provided by IMSO related to the planned migration of the 

recognized mobile satellite services from the Inmarsat-3 satellite constellation to the 

Inmarsat-4 satellite constellation.  Concerns were expressed regarding the short notice 

and aggressive schedule for the migration of the recognized GMDSS services (i.e. 

Inmarsat-C and Fleet 77) from the primary Inmarsat-3 satellites, with the exception of I3-

F5, over to the Inmarsat-4 satellites, which gave insufficient time for the preparation of 

amendments to related instruments. (e.g. International SafetyNET Manual 

(MSC.1/Circ.1364/Rev.1), GMDSS Master Plan (GMDSS.1/Circ.21) and the IAMSAR 

Manual), the notification to mariners, Maritime Safety Information Providers (MSIPs), 

Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCCs) and other stakeholders and the 

availability of information. 

 

It was further indicated that the migration would include four stages with relocation of 

satellites under each stage, and that the transition would require a certification process.  

Some old generation terminals might not recognize the change of satellites and would 

require some consequential actions.  In addition, many MSIPs had not yet completed the 

migration to SafetyNET II services.  The Sub-Committee noted that at the next meeting 

of the IHO Document Review Working Group a text for a "Notice to Mariners" would be 

prepared, including a step-by-step procedure, to be distributed among national 
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Hydrographic Offices, explaining the impact and action to be taken on board ships when 

encountering challenges to make a connection with the I-4 satellites. 

 

The Sub-Committee invited the International SafetyNET Coordinating Panel to notify 

registered users of the SafetyNET Service about the migration plan and requested 

Member States to bring this information to the attention of the certified SafetyNET users, 

MSIPs and MRCC operators in their respective countries, through the promulgation of 

Notices to Mariners, for instance, and to encourage them to contact Inmarsat and the 

International SafetyNET Panel for further assistance, as appropriate.  The Sub-

Committee also noted that consequential work on the International SafetyNET Manual 

would be undertaken by the IHO Document Review Working Group for approval by the 

WWNWS-SC and WMO; and for endorsement by NCSR 6 and subsequent approval by 

MSC 101.  In addition, the Sub-Committee noted that information to inform 

Administrations was expected to be prepared by IMSO, to be circulated by the 

Organization as soon as possible. 

 

The Sub-Committee noted the information provided by IMSO in relation to the official 

launch of the SafetyNET II service by Inmarsat on 14 November 2017 to facilitate 

broadcast of MSI, including SAR communications to ships at sea.  The Sub-Committee 

also endorsed the recognition of the Inmarsat FleetBroadband Maritime Safety Data 

Service for use in the GMDSS and approved the draft MSC resolution on Statement of 

Recognition of Maritime Satellite Services provided by the Inmarsat Global Ltd., and 

forward it to the Committee for adoption. 

 

Taking into account the information provided by IMSO and after a lengthy debate on the 

recognition of the Iridium mobile satellite system for use in the GMDSS, in which no 

clear consensus was reached, the Sub-Committee agreed to invite the Committee to note 

the discussions and diverse proposals, and provide guidance to the Sub-Committee on the 

way forward. 

 

2. The Sub-Committee is invited to: 

 

a. encourage, in general, the maintenance of liaison with their national Maritime 

Administrations to ensure that their views and interests are acknowledged in their 

country’s views on, and contribution to, the progress of outputs affecting the 

provision of hydrographic services and maritime safety information: and 

b. note the information provided and take action as appropriate. 

 


