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The Danish Maritime Spatial Data Infrastructure (MSDI) 

Geo Data of the Sea 

Components of an infrastructure: 
 

DATA - metadata, datasets 

 
 

FUNCTIONALITY - spatial data services,  

web services and other technology 

 
 

GOVERNANCE - Agreements and Organisation –  

rights and access  

 

Education 



Maritime spatial planning 
 

Article 6 

Minimum requirements for maritime spatial planning 

Member States shall establish procedural steps to contribute to the 

objectives listed in Article 5, taking into account relevant activities and 

uses in marine waters: 

 

(e) Organise the use of the best available  

      data in accordance with Article 10. 

 

(f) Ensure trans-boundary cooperation  

     between Member States in accordance  

     with Article 12. 

 

(g) Promote cooperation with third countries  

      in accordance with Article 13. 



The Danish Components of an infrastructure: 

 

Appendix: 

 
1. GOVERNANCE model - Agreements and Organisation – rights and access 

 

2. Financial model  

 

3. Technical description – Functionality - spatial data services, web services and other technology, 

metadata 

 

4. Description of DATA – datasets 

 

5. Implementation plan 

 

 

WEB GIS solution – “The Blue Danish sea map” 

 
 

 

 
 

 







Obligations for participating authorities 
The participating authorities that contribute their data commit to: 
• Provide information on metadata and services as agreed upon within the technical description of  
    the MSDI  
• Identify a  ”single point of contact”, which the MSDI secretariat can refer to in case of technical  
   problems for an authority  
• Participate in the MSDI-forum 
 

Financing 
Authorities that want services within the MSDI, pay an annual fee in accordance to the financial model. This applies 
regardless if a participant provides data or not. Other institutions, such as universities, which, based on agreement with 
the MSDI-forum, contributes with relevant data to the MSDI, but do not use services from the MSDI, can do this outside of 
the financial agreement.   
 

Priced data 
For some dataset, which will be included in the MSDI, applies that they are priced, such as nautical chart data. It is the 
individual data owners that set the guidelines for use of their data including access criteria, payment models and 
international exchange. 
 



Presentations of data sets associated with MSDI and MSP 

- Gives an overview of dataset needed for MSP 

- Almost 80 datasets identified 
 

http://www.kyst.dk/
http://eng.svana.dk/
http://eng.mst.dk/
http://www2.forsvaret.dk/eng
http://english.slks.dk/english








Access to the Danish MSDI gives the 

different agencies many opportunities 

to visualize data and use data 





MSDI – seen from a Danish perspective 
Planning across borders 

MSP data set used for: 

- Overview/Charting 

- Planning  





“Putting parts of the Marine data 

 puzzle together … ” 

The challenges: 
Governance: 
- Agree on the data-sets that should be exchanged, quality and standards 
- Agree on the technical aspects, enabling the exchange of data-sets 
- The organisation of regional MSDI, e.g. rules, and agreements  
- Ensure coordination between, different regions and initiatives 
- Economy and financial model 
- Establishing Metadata  



It is not only about collecting data – filtering 

will also be an issue in the future 


