Celebration of “World Hydrography Day 2018” by Bangladesh
Bangladesh Navy (BN) continued her effort in celebrating the ‘World Hydrographic Day’, like the previous
years. This year the day was celebrated with proper gesture by organizing a seminar on the theme of the day
“Bathymetry the foundation of seas, ocean and waterways”. Diversified maritime stakeholders of the country
participated in this seminar and acknowledged the inevitability of hydrographic services to the national
economy.

Theme of the day “Bathymetry- the foundation for sustainable seas, ocean and
waterways”. Through the seminar different maritime stakeholders of the country
could know the requirement of hydrographic services and their contribution for the
national economy.

At the outset, officer-in-charge of Bangladesh Navy Hydrographic and Oceanographic Centre, Instr Captain M
Jashim Uddin, (H1), BN delivered the keynote speech. Different important issues covering the requirement of
innovative supplementary data gathering initiatives for Blue Economy such as seaborne trade and commerce,
resource exploration and exploitation, ocean science and observation, defense and security etc were
highlighted. Beside the requirement of new exploration and charting, he also talked about the ongoing capacity
building process on much needed Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC) and way forward to meet up the
emerging maritime challenges.

Address by the Chief Guest during the seminar

Chairman, National Hydrographic Committee & Assistance Chief of Naval Staff (Operations) Rear Admiral M
Makbul Hossain, OSP, BCGMS, ndu, psc graced the seminar as Chief Guest. He also highlighted the
importance of Hydrography for a maritime nation like Bangladesh. Both print and electronic media personnel
were present in the seminar and gave wide coverage in various TV channels and national dailies.

A display was also arranged where different hydrographic products and various survey equipment were
displayed. Participants of the seminar from different maritime stakeholders went round and comment very high
about the quality of BN hydrographic products. They can now envisage about the relentless hardship of
hydrographers in making the products as of international standard.

Bangladesh as a maritime nation is now much aware about the potentials of ocean to mitigate the emerging
economic challenges. To access the benefit from the ocean the requirement of new exploration and
hydrographic services are increasing day by day. Besides, world shipping is getting modernized with promising
technologies to make the passage safer for mariners. Bangladesh has produced ENC of her waters and is in
process to endorse them in world market. As such, the necessity of hydrographic services will be felt much
more in days to come.
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