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Task 1.1.2 Maintain relationship with the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM).

High level summary

e Sea-ice extent has continued to decline, with both the drivers and implications of the change
becoming clearer. Antarctic sea-ice extent was much lower in 2025 than in the observed period
prior to 2015. Modelling and observational studies, point to ocean heat content and atmospheric
circulation as major among the contributors to sea ice decline.

e |HO reported about plans for extended navigation support through implementation of S-100
based data services covering Antarctic waters.

e ATCM reaffirmed its Strategic Priority #9: Promote enhancement of hydrographic data collection
and sharing to support navigation and science.

e ATCM discussed the option to place fees on touristic visitors to fund monitoring of environmental
impacts on the Antarctic continent as part of a future touristic framework.

Details

The 48" Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting was held at the Hiroshima Conference Centre of
Hiroshima, Japan, from 11 May to 21 May 2026, under the umbrella of the Antarctic treaty Secretariat
(ATS). The IHO Secretariat limited its attendance to the traditional SCAR lecture, the selected sessions
of Working Group 2 Sciences, Operations and Tourism (which received the IHO Report) and the Special
Working Group 3 Development of a Tourism Framework. These sessions addressed topics that were
particularly relevant to the IHO and HCA's area of interest.

All of the 27 Full Members of the Hydrographic Commission for Antarctica (HCA) were represented at
that meeting, either as Consultative Parties (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, China, Ecuador, France,
Germany, Greece, India, ltaly, Japan, Korea (Rep. of), Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland,
Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain, Uruguay, United Kingdom, USA) or as Observers (Colombia,
Turkiye, Venezuela).

The following organizations (i.e. HCA Observers) were also represented: Antarctic Treaty Secretariat
(ATS), Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programmes (COMNAP), International Association of
Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO), Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR).


https://www.ats.aq/
https://www.comnap.aq/
https://iaato.org/
https://www.scar.org/

Key Outputs

1. The Sub-Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) delivered annual updates on Antarctic
climate change and its implications between its major, decadal, reports. Key message was
that abrupt changes are already underway in the Antarctic region with others on the verge
of taking place. Sea-ice extent has continued to decline, with both the drivers and
implications of the change becoming clearer. Antarctic sea-ice extent was much lower in
2025 than in the observed period prior to 2015. Modelling and observational studies, point
to ocean heat content and atmospheric circulation as major among the contributors to sea
ice decline.

Multiple climate change pressures
including climate warming, increasing ocean heat, sea level rise, changing weather patterns and ocean acidification
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Abrupt changes in the Antarctic environment. Courtesy Nerilie Abram and collaborators.

2. The IHO attended the meeting as invited expert organization and submitted a report
accordingly. The presentation was focusing on the progress in bathymetric and thematic
mapping for navigation safety support and the planned for regional rollout of S-100 based
data services. Dr Mathias Jonas, HCA Chair invited Working Group 2 members to articulate
ATCM requests to HCA more concretely and proposed the following subjects for consideration:

= Enhanced navigation support through

expanding geographic coverage

focus on specific landings

consideration of areas becoming unveiled from ice through global warming

more detailed seabed topography in specific areas
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= Detailed sub-surface ice information for the contiguous zone between land (ice) and
sea
=  Base line information for future Marine Protected Areas (BBNJ)in Antarctic Waters

Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, New Zealand, Tirkiye, United Kingdom and the Russian Federation
made vocal statements in support and posed questions. IAATO, SCAR and COMNAP
commented on selected aspects of the report. The full flow of the discussion will become part
of the ATCM48 Proceedings.

As a follow up of the decisions made at ATCM47, the discussion on ATCM priorities captured
in ATCM’s Multi-year Strategic Plan was revived and affected the Priority #9 pointing to
hydrographic activities. The result was in favour to keep the Priority: Promote enhancement
of hydrographic data collection and sharing to support navigation and science - after this
revision cycle.

Touristic Framework: Tourism in Antarctica has expanded considerably over recent decades,
not only in terms of visitor numbers, but also through the emergence and diversification of
new types of tourism activities. These developments are often discussed in relation to scale
and impact. Advances in communication and media have made remote environments more
accessible and immediately present to wider audiences, allowing potential visitors to engage
with Antarctic experiences in near real-time. This has contributed to growing interest in more
immersive, distinctive, or extreme forms of travel, which in turn can stimulate the
development of new tourism offerings. As a result, tourism development in Antarctica may
increasingly be understood not as a collection of individual activities, but as an evolving system
shaped by interrelated drivers. The Working Group discussed options of tourist fees and their
later use to fund monitoring of the impact of human activities.

A comprehensive framework toward a more integrated and proactive governance model,
combining binding regulation, spatial planning, improved assessment and monitoring, and
strengthened institutional capacity to better regulate Antarctic tourism was discussed and will
be considered further intersessional to be called up again at ATCM49 in 2027.

Upcoming meeting

The next 49" ATCM meeting 2027 is planned to take place in Incheon, Republic of Korea from 17t to
271 May.



