
 

 Participation in the Programme Management Board 16th meeting (PMB16) 
Gulfport and New Orleans, USA, 21-23 January 2026 

 

Contribution to the IHO Work Programme 2026 

WP 3 Maintain relations with KHOA for the management of Cat A Course at 
University of Southern Mississippi. 

High level summary 
• The financial support of the Republic of Korea for 2026 was confirmed, including the 

2026–2027 Category “A” Master of Science in Hydrographic Science at the University 
of Southern Mississippi (USM) for two international students, and the Category “B” 
Hydrographic Surveying course at KHOA for ten international students. 

• The meeting explored ways to improve gender balance in ROK-funded capacity-
building programmes. 

• The design and content of the ROK–IHO booth for the IHO Assembly Exhibition was 
discussed. 

• PMB16 representatives visited key USM facilities, including the Port of Gulfport and 
the Roger F. Wicker Center for Ocean Enterprise. 

• The delegations met with current Category “A” students to discuss the value and 
impact of the programme on their careers and home institutions. 

 
Details:  

The 16th Coordination Meeting of the Programme Management Board (PMB16) for the IHO–
Republic of Korea (ROK) Programme of Technical Cooperation was held in person in Gulfport 
and New Orleans, USA, from 21 to 23 January 2026, in accordance with the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the ROK and the IHO on support for the IHO Capacity Building 
Programme. Delegations from the Korea Hydrographic and Oceanographic Agency (KHOA), 
the University of Southern Mississippi (USM), and the IHO participated in the meeting, 
together with the Chair of the Capacity Building Sub-Committee (CBSC), Mr Evert Flier. The 
IHO Secretariat was represented by IHO Director Luigi Sinapi and Assistant Director Leonel 
Manteigas. 

The meeting opened with welcome addresses from the participating organizations, followed 
by a review of the PMB15 List of Decisions and the 2025 Financial Report. USM delivered a 
presentation on the current status of the Category “A” Programme, focusing on university 
facilities and systems available to students, the programme’s capacity-building legacy, and 
estimated costs for the 2026–2027 academic year. 

PMB16 examined twelve applications for the Category “A” Master of Science in Hydrographic 
Science at USM, recognized by the IBSC (FIG/IHO/ICA – International Board on Standards of 
Competence for Hydrographic Surveyors and Nautical Cartographers). Candidates from 
Thailand and Indonesia were selected, with one reserve candidate from Nigeria. Since 2013, a 
total of 27 funded students from 16 IHO Member States have graduated from the Category 
“A” Programme, including those from the 2025–2026 academic year. As part of discussions on 
programme improvement, it was agreed to appoint a graduate as coordinator to establish an 
alumni online network. USM, in collaboration with the IHO Secretariat and KHOA, will also 
prepare an article on the ROK-supported Category “A” Programme for publication in the 
International Hydrographic Review. 



The Board approved the budget allocation for 2026, including funding for two students 
enrolled in the Category “A” Programme at USM and for ten students to participate in a 
Category “B” Hydrographic Surveying course to be held at KHOA in Busan, Republic of Korea, 
from 16 March to 31 July 2026. The budget also covers participation in the 2025–2026 USM 
graduation ceremony scheduled for 14 August 2026 support for the alumni network 
coordinator, and the continuation of a Project Officer from the Republic of Korea at the IHO 
Secretariat. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KHOA, IHO Secretariat, CBSC and USM representatives 
 

During the meeting, Mr Evert Flier, in his capacity as Chair of the IHO e-Learning Center 
Steering Committee, presented an update on the Center’s current status, achievements, and 
challenges. USM expressed its willingness to contribute with content and expertise. The 
Secretary proposed the development of e-learning courses covering the IBSC Basic Subjects 
for S-5 programmes, to be hosted on the IHO e-Learning Center and completed in advance by 
future ROK-sponsored Category “B” students. This approach could allow exemption from the 
Basic Subjects, reducing in-person attendance time and overall funding requirements while 
benefiting the wider hydrographic community. 

The meeting also discussed ways to enhance gender balance in ROK-funded capacity building 
programmes. It was suggested that future Circular Letters could include specific wording to 
encourage Member States for nominations in the spirit of the new IHO Resolution on the 
Workforce of the Future (subject to its approval by the forthcoming IHO Assembly). 



KHOA delegates presented an AI-generated design for a booth commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of the IHO–KHOA Capacity Building Programme, to be displayed at the IHO 
Assembly Member States Exhibition. It was suggested to invite former students to share their 
experiences, and KHOA and IHO agreed to continue close cooperation on the booth’s detailed 
design and content to ensure a successful presence. 

PMB16 representatives visited several USM facilities, including the Port of Gulfport, the USM 
Gulf Park Campus, the Marine Research Center (MRC), and the Roger F. Wicker Center for 
Ocean Enterprise. Officially opened in October 2023, the Center is a global hub for ocean 
innovation, focusing on uncrewed maritime systems, ocean data science, maritime cyber 
research, and workforce training in blue technologies. 

The delegations also met with the current cohort of Category “A” students to discuss the 
importance of the programme for their professional development and for the benefit of their 
respective organizations and countries. 
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Participants at the PMB16 – Gulfport and New Orleans, USA 
 
Upcoming meetings:  
It was agreed that the next PMB meeting should be hosted by one of the countries of the 
selected Category “A” trainees. Indonesia was identified as the preferred option, and the 
feasibility of hosting the meeting there will be further explored. 
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