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BANGLADESH OBSERVED WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY 2021

Bangladesh observed World Hydrography Day and centenary of IHO on 21 June 2021. The
celebration was a continuous effort from past years to highlight the importance of hydrographic
activities and recognize the role it plays in people’s lives. In 2020 at the peak of Covid-19
pandemic restrictions, Bangladesh Navy Hydrographic Services (BNHS) postponed this event.
However, after much careful planning and initiatives, BNHS celebrated the day in 2021 as a
hybrid event. On the physical presence side, the Chief Hydrographer of Bangladesh Navy
organized a seminar at Chattogram. At the seminar, various stakeholders, researchers and
luminaries of various maritime organizations joined virtually. The theme for World Hydrography
Day 2021 was “One Hundred Years of International Cooperation in Hydrography”. To celebrate
the day, numerous activities have taken place.

Message from Chief of Naval Staff, Bangladesh Navy. To mark the day, the Chief of the
Naval Staff of BN sent a special signal message to all BN ships, establishments, training
institutes and other important maritime stakeholders of the country. In his message, the Chief
of the Naval Staff congratulated all BN hydrographic personnel for their excellent contribution
in the maritime domain of Bangladesh. He briefly expressed the importance of hydrographic
activities for the sustainable management of oceans. He also conveyed his appreciation to all
personnel dedicated to hydrographic survey work in Bangladesh.

Broadcast SMS. A special mobile SMS was generated as government information and sent
to all cell phone users around the country stating the theme of this year’'s World Hydrography
Day to increase public awareness. For local understanding, the theme was translated to Bangla

and expressed as ""QRWENFTS A oS TSN TS T

Seminar on World Hydrography Day. A seminar on the occasion of World Hydrography Day
was organized at Chattogram under administrative arrangement by BN Chief Hydrographer.
Commander Chattogram Naval Area of Bangladesh Navy, Rear Admiral M Mozammel Hoque,
OSP, NUP, ndc, psc graced the occasion as Chief Guest. In addition to address by the senior
officers, professional seminar papers were presented by subject matter specialists. Interactive
Q&A session followed the seminar paper presentations. Topics and presenters as follow:

Ser | Topic Speaker
1. One Hundred Years of International Cooperation in | Keynote Speech by Capt M Minarul Hoque, (H),
Hydrography BCGM, psc, BN.

Director Hydrography
Mr. A Z M Zahedul Islam.
SPARRSO

2. Establishing Coastal Spatial Database and
Identification of Fish Havens using Remote Sensing
and GIS Technologies

3. Bangladesh Marine Spatial Data Infrastructure and | Capt Sheikh Firoz Ahmed, (H1), NGP, psc, BN.
Initiative for Thriving and Sustainable Blue Economy | Commanding Officer, BNHOC

4. Seabed 2030- A Vision for Mapping the Gap of the | Professor Md Zahedur Rahman Chowdhury.
Ocean Chattogram University

5. Hydrographic Cooperation between Maritime Cdr M Arifur Rahman, (H1), psc, BN.

Stakeholders around the Globe, its Challenges and
Way Out

Chattogram Port Authority
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The seminar was a festive and lively one considering the pandemic situation. All guests joining
at the venue and over VTC have expressed their high praise for arranging this event in an
auspicious manner.
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Keynote Speech by Capt Minarul Hoque, Director Hydrography (Left), Seminar Paper
Presentation by SPARRSO Representative (Right)

Seminar Paper Presentation by Capt Firoz Ahmed (Left) and Cdr Arifur Rahman (Right)
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Press Release and Coverage on National Newspapers. To highlight hydrographic activities
and to commemorate the day, press release was issues in both Bangla and English national
dailies regarding the ‘Celebration of WHD 2021 in Bangladesh’ by Inter Service Public Relation
(ISPR) directorate of Bangladesh Armed Forces. The news emphasized the importance of
relentless hydrographic work to enhance national hydrographic capacity and develop
cooperation in science and technigues in acquiring sustainable development. Overall effort and
achievements of Bangladesh Navy Hydrographic Services were also highlighted in the news.
The Press Release (English version) and glimpses of some news coverage done by the national
newspapers attached.
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WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY 2021

THEME: ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF (NTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN HYDROGRAPHY

Chiof Guést: Rear Admiral M Mozammel Hague, 08P, NUP, ndc, psc
Organized By: BN Chief Hydrographer
21 June 2021
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PRESS RELEASE ON WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY 2021

Bangladesh celebrated ‘World Hydrography Day on 21 June 2021 with an aim to increase public awareness
on the importance of hydrography in our lives. This year the theme of the day is One Hundred Years of
International Cooperation in Hydrography'. This theme is intended to provide a broad range of opportunities
to publicize the hydrographic work and services provided by national hydrographic offices, industry
stakeholders, expert contributors and the scientific communities. The International Hydrographic
Organization (IHO) has always given particular attention towards international cooperation in hydrography
in the widest sense, arising out of its main objectives to bring about the greatest possible uniformity in
nautical charts and documents to establish global standards for hydrographic surveying and nautical
charting and to promote the development of the sciences in the field of hydrography. Today, Bangladesh
Navy is celebrating the World Hydrography Day, in cooperation with other government institutions and
agencies.

Bangladesh is the 70" member of International Hydrographic Organization (IHO). Bangladesh Navy (BN) acts
as the focal point of all hydrographic matters in the sea area of Bangladesh. BN has already developed its
capability to produce international standard nautical charts with strict adherence to IHO standards. With
high standard of professionalism, Bangladesh Navy is already proficient in publishing total 63 navigational
charts of our sea area including 09 International Series (INT) paper charts and 11 Electronic Navigational
Charts (ENC) which are accepted by the national/ international marine communities and distributed
worldwide for ensuring safe navigation.

The National Hydrographic Committee (NHC) of Bangladesh is chaired by Assistant Chief of Naval Staff
(Operations). The committee relentlessly works to promote the use of hydrography, enhance national
hydrographic capacity and also to strengthen cooperation among the scientific and research communities
both at home and abroad. After the verdict of maritime boundary delineation of Bangladesh with Myanmar
and India in 2012 and 2014 respectively, the NHC is playing significant role in collaboration with Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and other concerned ministries to promote Blue Economy activities within our
maritime area to flourish the national economy, create job opportunities, enhance maritime security and
reduce foreign dependency.

To commemorate the World Hydrography Day, Bangladesh Navy Chief Hydrographer arranged a Video
Teleconference (VTC), where a large number of national hydrographers and high officials from various
ministries, hydrographic and maritime organizations/offices, ports, universities, maritime research and
training institutes took part. The Commander Chattogram Naval Area, Rear Admiral Mohammad Mozammel
Haque, OSP, NUP, ndc, psc; graced the occasion as Chief Guest. The hydrographers and other interested
personnel participated in the VIC, discussed on the past, present and future of hydrography by showing the
important work of early hydrographers, present progress and use of state-of-the-art technology in
hydrographic arena. They also discussed how international, regional and sub-regional cooperation of
hydrographic surveying and nautical charting have led up-to-date charts and ENCs. The participants also
focused their awareness on importance and contribution of BN Hydrographic Services and capacity building
to contribute in national and international level hydrographic activities.

Every year, celebration of ‘World Hydrography Day also reminds the hydrographers regarding their
contribution in safety of navigation, resource exploitation including blue economic development, security
and defence, national marine spatial data infrastructures, coastal zone management, scientific research,
marine tourism, environmental protection and governance of the maritime sector. Besides, hydrographic
services Bangladesh will play substantial role in promulgating the “Delta Plan-2100" of Bangladesh
Government.
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Articles Published in Newspapers. In both Bangla and English national dailies, article was
published on “Hydrographic Services of Bangladesh”, written by Capt M Minarul Hoque, (H),
BCGM, psc, BN; Director General of Bangladesh Institute of Maritime Research and
Development (BIMRAD) which endeavoured to raise awareness among general population
about the impact, hard work and contribution of hydrographic services to Bangladesh.

SR

@ fFaEa 23

forg =g W @3 AFTMT RITGAlRE STl

o ne 3 W N et v (W) iy
gy G fm R R S 9 A e vy
e

A
i r: flon :‘sﬁ’m r'mmh»t kil
W m \»1 DA WO e e g

ol chesidy gluiy SEErEmp——
el wrward i v Py o e cavt xegl sfeb
ey Al Bra war aftalve wlh wed s e
o m wtgistfes i o e sisone s wfekn
feone wefd wifiorex s e B warmz v fas egy
mw; e s ecgiatfien

wiaive wre foy awdfos oy G e,
wtaams, anwwwwmwn
AT T 2 G b MY TN FRRDE-7 ST
frfifiss v e o vy TR e e
Gafeh o w7 e

gy o o foes W o, TR ot
vty wwr (it Dby o ) o ft oy At
S e s e s o o o & o e v -
mwwb'» S TR TR, T NI
TP, i, T G, HR € SeTP
W, & e AR, TS R fe v o
orfa Fray wbcaary fomr afpe) B ag T 9y
A ST TR

v sfmmeer o T ww o9 wwdfen
s FAReL O S0~ fift 3 so 72 ot
e Pl s e e (ST e
WS TR ARSI 2% W F
mﬁ«vﬁz&wmwaﬁﬁrww.w

L]

ey wfFreTR T
5 SR Sl P, I TR TR AN
TP G LTS T ¥ W @ WO FHET 3P Wi
et et 300 F N X | W WEET S NTOR
TH TICT (AT TrEeeE wE Em of W

Special Logo for the Event by BN Chief Hydrographer.
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special logo was designed by BN Chief Hydrographer.

Hydrographic Services
in Bangladesh

To commemorate the event, a
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World Hydrography Day Celebration by BIWTA. Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) is the organization responsible for hydrographic survey within the internal
waterways of Bangladesh. This year, BIWTA also celebrated the World Hydrography Day with
colourful events. Details of BIWTA’s World Hydrography Day celebration can be found on
BIWTA’s website biwta.gov.bd, link here: shorturl.at/InrFT
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