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The purpose of the Commission is to promote international cooperation and
to coordinate programmes in research, services and capacity-building, in
order to learn more about the nature and resources of the ocean and
coastal areas and to apply that knowledge for the improvement of
management, sustainable development, the protection of the marine
environment, and the decision-making processes of its Member States

OUR MISSION



Member States:

• 150 Member States (as 
of 1 August 2018)

• Most recent member 
of IOC:  Equatorial 
Guinea
• Small Islands 

Developing States 
(SIDS) membership in 
IOC:  35



1.Healthy ocean ecosystems and sustained ecosystem 
services

2.Effective early warning systems and preparedness for 
tsunamis and other ocean-related hazards 

3.Increased resilience and adaptation to climate change and 
variability 

4.Scientifically-founded services for the development of the 
sustainable ocean economy

5.Enhanced knowledge of emerging ocean science issues
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Recent development since last GCC

– COVID impact on operational programmes (data 
collection and observations – documented through 
survey with IOC MS)

– Postponement of EC 53, now virtual session 1-9 
Feb. 2021

– Upgrade of IOCINDIO into an IOC sub-commission, 
in line with the corresponding decision of the IOC 
Assembly at its 30th session (fully developed 
proposal to be considered at IOC –XXXI)



IOC Ocean Data and Information System (ODIS) concept endorsed
- collaborate with those communities/systems in order to achieve improved accessibility, unrestricted use and 

interoperability of data and information 

- Ocean Data and Information System “Catalogue of Sources” (ODISCat) and Ocean InfoHub established 

Recent development since last GCC

- Launch of the Global Ocean Science Report 2020

“By analysing the workforce, infrastructures, equipment, 
funding, investments, publications, data flow and 
exchange policies, as well as national strategies, the 
GOSR monitors our capacity to understand the ocean and 
seize new opportunities. In its second edition, the 
GOSR2020 addresses four additional topics: contribution 
of ocean science to sustainable development; blue patent 
applications; extended gender analysis; and capacity 
development in ocean science.”



IOC Working Group on User Requirements and Contributions to GEBCO Products 

IOC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (51St session, 2018)

Decides to conduct the Review of User Requirements and Potential Contributions
to GEBCO on a biennial basis, with the next assessment to be presented to the IOC 
Governing body in 2020

Mission
1/ Collect, integrate and assess the user needs and requirements to GEBCO data and 

products.
2/ Facilitate and guide the use of GEBCO datasets and products through the user 

communities that represent relevant IOC technical and regional subsidiary bodies.

Composition: representatives of IOC MS and experts from the GEBCO GC, and relevant IOC 
technical and regional subsidiary bodies (namely, GOOS, GLOSS, JCOMM, IODE, TOWS-WG, IOCAFRICA, 
IOCARIBE and WESTPAC). 



1) Relevance of GEBCO products  (incl possible areas of improvement) 

GEBCO’s gridded bathymetric data sets
Grid display software
GEBCO Digital Atlas
Undersea Feature Names
IHO-IOC GEBCO Cook Book

2) User needs for GEBCO data and products (various IOC communities: eg Tsunami, ocean obs, 
Marine Spatial Planning, Ecosystem management, etc….)

3) Contribution to GEBCO data and products 

Options for strengthened cooperation for GEBCO data and products
Approach to increase data collected through scientific activities 
Capacity-development needs in relation to GEBCO 

Report of the IOC Working Group on User Requirements and Contributions to GEBCO 
Products to 



International development with relevance to ocean mapping 

– UN Negotiations on the High Seas (BBNJ 
process) – on hold 

– 2nd UN Ocean Conference on SDG 14, Lisbon, 
on hold

– United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development 2021-2030



2016-2017 2018-2019 2019-2020



• A clean ocean
• A healthy and resilient ocean
• A productive ocean
• A predicted ocean
• A safe ocean
• An accessible ocean
• An inspiring and engaging ocean

Coastal bathymetry

Bathymetry intensive

Modelling, SLR, etc.

Mapping central

Mapping intensive

Georeferencing

Central facility

Bathymetry dependent

Strongly needed

Resonates with people



1st Call for Action
15 October 2020 –
15 January 2021

3-6 months 
for intensive co-design
of Decade Programmes

oceandecade.org

Co-design



Promote a global campaign to map the ocean floor 

Communicate and Increase government/private sector/public awareness of the 
importance of bathymetry in supporting all human activity in, on or under the sea,

Global efforts to improve the collection, quality and availability of bathymetric  data 
through various communities – also adding value by integrating other types of data

Provide incentives to contribute data to GEBCO/SB 2030 as contribution to the UN 
Decade

Catalyze investment towards data gathering and management infrastructures (esp 
national level)

Facilitate data systems interoperability, leading to enhanced accessibility

Improved technical capacities worldwide to develop maps  and use mapping 
products for SD (knowledge to policy/management)

What the Decade could do for ocean mapping?



Thank you! 


