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GEBCO Guiding Committee Membership
• With the IHO CL 29/2022, after consultation with the

GGC Chair and IOC Secretariat, taking into account the
criteria for selection and relevant expertise, past and
current contribution to ocean mapping activities, current
roles and responsibilities in their national institutions and
potential impact and input to the GEBCO project and
geographical distribution of the current GGC members,
the IHO Secretariat (Secretary-General and Directors)
agreed on the selection of Ms Yerinelys Santos BARRERA
to fill the vacant IHO position on the GGC for the period
2022-2027.



Status of Membership of the IHO
• IHO membership now stands at 98 (last

5 IHO MS are: Lebanon, Kenya, Iraq,
Angola and Albania)

• New and potential new IHO Member
States come from regions around the
world that are interested in programs
such as GEBCO



IHO Strategic Priorities (in line with GGC38)
Strategic priorities (with reference to the IHO Strategic Plan 2021-2026)
• Participating actively in international initiatives related to the knowledge and the sustainable use 

of the Ocean (active commitment to UN OCEAN DECADE)
• Improve knowledge of the world's seafloors 
• Implement a synergic GEBCO-Sebed2030 approach to the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development 

Goal 14 of the United-Nations and UN Decade 2021-2030 of Ocean Sciences
• Frame the resources devoted to the knowledge and description of the Ocean, by focusing on the 

HIGH SEAS’ areas and engaging with any sort of Institution/Company/Research Centre/University 
(Agreements, MoU, etc.); 

• Implement a GEBCO Strategy aligned with the IHO-IOC Strategic Plans
• Define the rules of mutually supplementing engagement of different bodies/organizations 

involved (SCOPE, GGC, IHO/IOC, CSB and Seabed2030).



IHO COUNCIL-6 OUTCOMES OF INTEREST OF GGC
• To review the Strategic Plan at each ordinary session of the Assembly and to continue with

the SP 2021-2026 as it is at the moment
• SPIs allocated to IRCC with particular reference to SPI 3.2.3 - Percentage of total sea area

that is Seabed2030 compliant for incorporation into the GEBCO dataset and services and
SPI 2.2.1 - Percentage of adequately surveyed area per coastal state, for which GGC would
be requested to provide an additional figure for each RHC on the Seabed 2030 information

• Presentation on the Digital Twin Ocean by the Director General of Mercator Ocean
International, Mercator Ocean International which may prove to be a potential partner in
enabling the network of partnerships to extend into the area of oceanographic nowcasts and
forecasts

• 2023 WHD: “Hydrography – underpinning the digital twin of the ocean”
• Celebrations of GEBCO 120th Anniversary at the IHO Assembly-3 (May 2023)



IHO activities/initiatives
Empowering Women in Hydrography (EWH) project

• Endorsed as Decade
Action entitled “No.
62.2” attached to “No.
64. Empowering Women
for the United Nations
Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable
Development 2021-2030”



IHO activities/initiatives
CROWDSOURCED BATHYMETRY

• Which IHO CL 41/2022 it
was announced that the
IHO MS approved the IHO
Publication B-12 –
Guidance to Crowdsourced
Bathymetry



Action Requested of the GGC
GGC39 is invited to:

• Note this Report
• Take any other actions as considered appropriate.


