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Contribution to the IHO Work Programme 2021 

Task 3.6.1 Organize, prepare and report annual meetings of … associated bodies including…SCUFN 

 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 34th meeting of the IHO-IOC GEBCO Sub-Committee on 
Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN), initially scheduled in Saint-Petersburg, Russian 
Federation, was re-arranged through 3 video-teleconferences (VTC) of 3-hour sessions each 
on 7 January (VTC01), 7 June (VTC02) and 16-17 November 2021 (VTC03). All together, 
these series of VTC sessions constitute the 34th meeting of SCUFN. 

The meeting was chaired by Dr Hyun-Chul Han (IOC representative) from the Korean Institute 
of Geoscience and Mineral Resources (KIGAM – ROK). VTC01 was attended by about 30 
registered participants, with 10 SCUFN Members out of 12. Observers and subject matter 
experts from Brazil, Chile, China, India, Japan, Malaysia, Portugal, Republic of Korea and Viet 
Nam and Mr Toshihiko Chiba from the Marine Policy and Regional Coordination Section of the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO also participated in the VTC01 
session. Director Luigi Sinapi and Assistant Director Yves Guillam (SCUFN Secretary) 
represented the IHO Secretariat. Due to the nature of SCUFN, it soon became apparent that 
it was too complicated to run such short VTC sessions with so many participants making 
important statements1 that could not be addressed in the allocated time. It was therefore 
decided that participation in VTC02 and VTC03 should be restricted to SCUFN Members only, 
priority being given in the agenda to the assessment of naming proposals. 

SCUFN received a significant number of naming proposals in 2021: 

- For VTC01, submissions were received from Canada (2+122), Republic of Korea (3), 
China (13), New Zealand (12+32), Viet Nam (70), Malaysia (11), Brazil (25+12), Russian 
Federation (2), Chile (1), United States of America (1) and Serbia (4). 

- For VTC02, submissions were received from Japan (28), Japan-USA (4), United 
Kingdom (1), United States of America (903) and China (27). 

- For VTC03, submissions were received from the Philippines (25+52), Russian 
Federation (1), United States of America (2), New Zealand (12+12), Brazil (8), Chile (1), 
Viet Nam (67) and China (56+92). 

Out of these 497 naming proposals, only 77, assessed as presenting no significant issues, 
were directly accepted4 by SCUFN Members. All the others were either deferred (187), not 
accepted (6) or kept as “pending” (227). Most of the proposals considered pending are those 
having the related undersea features located in sensitive maritime areas where mutual 
consultation by all interested parties is highly recommended by SCUFN in accordance to B-6 
Guidelines. The cumulated experience suggests that normally consensus cannot be reached 
without previous consultation. Subsequently, the pending proposals are stored for 2 years only 
in the SCUFN archive. 

In order to escape from this critical situation and tentatively build a more robust decision-
making process, the SCUFN Secretary, supported by the Chair and Vice-Chair, offered to 
design a “decision tree” based on the location of naming proposals (within national EEZ limits, 
in ECS, official limits, claimed, disputed, etc.). This experimental process was developed prior 

                                                           
1 Statements by China, Malaysia and Viet Nam available on the SCUFN34 webpage > VTC01. 
2 Fast-track procedure. 
3 From Caladan Oceanic. 
4 Accepted (and adopted for fast-track procedure). 



 

 

to VTC02, but was put on hold due to serious and sensitive concerns raised by some SCUFN 
Members that could not be discussed efficiently via emails or in VTC meetings only. At VTC03, 
SCUFN voted to continue this development for being explained and discussed at SCUFN-35 
in 2022 and then tested for a couple of future SCUFN meetings. 

 

 

 

Thanks to the pre-review made by SCUFN members through the scufn.ops-webservices.kr 

assessment interface, the VTC process led by the Chair was efficient enough to approve 77 

naming proposals as indicated above. Among those names, one should note that the work of 

two outstanding scientists was recognized by SCUFN this year. They are: 

- the “Agapova Seamount”, proposed by the Geological Institute of the Russian 

Academy of Science (GINRAS), in memory of Ms Galina Vladimirovna Agapova (1930-

2018); 

- the “Walter Munk Guyot”, proposed by the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the 

University of California San Diego, USA, in memory of the legendary 

oceanographer/geophysicist Dr Munk (1917-2019). 

 

  

 
The “Walter Munk Guyot” located in the eastern Mid-Pacific Mountains 

 

Some other naming proposals were put with the “pending” status due to the use of the names 

of living persons. SCUFN does not accept these specific terms, in general, in application of a 

recommendation in Resolution VIII/2 of the United Nations Conference on the Standardization 



 

 

of Geographical Names, now in force in B-6 Guidelines. However, it was decided to tentatively 

define some criteria allowing possible exceptions from the rules in the future. 

 

The Sub-Committee also faced a situation this year by which several “corporate” issues could 

not be addressed “in-depth” during the sessions (SCUFN Archive and Repository, 

interoperability with the GEBCO Gazetteer operated by NOAA, interface for direct submission 

by proposers, etc.). At VTC03 however, SCUFN agreed to amend the definitions of some 

decision criteria used in the outcome of naming proposals reviews (ACCEPTED, ADOPTED, 

NON ACCEPTED, PENDING). Noting that some Members were nearly at the end of their first 

5-year mandate, the SCUFN Secretary also undertook a quick review of the status of SCUFN 

Membership in order to anticipate the need for IHO and IOC to call for vacancies, if and when 

appropriate. 

Due to the backlog induced by the pandemic situation, the Sub-Committee agreed to plan two 

full in-person sessions for SCUFN-35 in 2022. SCUFN-35.1 is planned to be hosted for a week 

by the IHO Secretariat, Monaco, in March. If agreed by the Russian Federation, SCUFN-35.2 

is planned to take place in Saint-Petersburg. SCUFN Members from Australia and Kenya 

offered to consider the possibility of hosting SCUFN-36 and SCUFN-37, respectively in 2023 

and 2024.  

At the end of the VTC03, the Chair thanked all the participants for their efforts, support and 

involvement as well as Mr Insung Park, IHO Secretariat Associate Professional Officer 

(secondment by the Republic of Korea), who provided outstanding support in the preparation 

of the 3 VTC sessions.  

 

 

 

Participants in SCUFN-34 VTC03 

 


