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Article 1: THE COMMISSION AND THE ANTARCTIC TREATY SYSTEM
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1.1 14 The HO-Hydrographic Commission on Antarctica (hereinafterreferred-to-as-

‘| Formatted:Body Text,CenteredRight: 0.43" Line

“HEAYHCA or the Commission),is g speeratunigue Regiong] Hydrographig, Commission

of(hereinafter RHC) recognized by, the Internationa),Hy drographic

{ Formatted: Font: Bold, Condensedby 0.05pt ]

spacing: 1.5lines

) JUJuUB)Ug)

Formatted

Formatted: Condensedby 0.05pt ]

spacing: 1.5 lines

OrganisatienrOrganization, (IHO), The HCA i established,in conformity with, IHO, Resolution

2/1997; a5 amended,‘Establishmenf of Regional Hydrographi¢, Commissiong,(RHC)",
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(AppendixA)and shallbe governed,according tq,these,statutes, The Commission should

provide, in pursuance of the resolutions and recommendations of the IHO, and the
Antarctic Treaty System, regional coordinationin the provisioning of hydrographic
services, freedom of scientific investigation, cooperation, freeexchange of, and access to,

scientific observations in support of safe maritime navigation and for broadscientific use.

1.2 12 Fhe HGAs-ARTICLE 8 (a) of the eoerdinatingbody-forhydrographic surveying
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and-ravtical-charting-mattersia-Internationa] RegienM-Hy drographic Organization’s

7{ Formatted

General Regulations states that RHCs are regionalbodies, established by IHO Member
States and recognized by the IHO Assembly to improve regional coordination, enhance
exchange of information and foster training and technical assistance.” Additionally,
ARTICLE 8 (e) stipulates the membership requirements for RHCs, including the HCA.

1.3 The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements, collectively known as the Antarctic
Treaty System, provide a legal framework for international relations with respect to
Antarctica, Earth's only continentwithout a native human population. The Treaty applies
to the areasouth of 60° South Latitude, including allice shelves and islands. The
principle aims of the AntarcticTreaty System, of interest to the IHO, are the focuson
cooperative relations with International Organizations, scientific research and the free
exchangeof data.

1.4 The geographiclimits of the HCA are defined by the HO International (INT)
Charting Scheme Region M. The geographig limits of thig,region,are illustrated at
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Article 2-

'MEMBERSHIP-

2.1 23Asper ARTICLE 8 (e) of the IHO General Regulations, Full Membership efthe-
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AIMS,
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The mission,of,the HCA is:-
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“To,achievethe,improvement of the quality, coverage,and availability of nauticalchartingand
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3.1 3-AThe Commission, whichis an integral element in achieving the objectives of the
HO and w hich promotes the aims of the Organization at the regionallevel, shallhave
an advisory, scientific and technological character. Activities shallcomplement the

w ork of the HO Secretariat, align with and support the intent and objectives of the
approvedIHO Work Programme, and shall not extend to matters concerning
international political issues.
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3.2 The HCA will endeavor to align its mission activities to the intent of the HO Strategic
Plan, HO Resolution 2/1997 andthe Antarctic Treaty System. Freedom of scientific
investigation and cooperation,and free exchange of and access to scientific observations
and results are considered key objectives of the HCA.
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3.12 The HCA may g sh committees orworkin
considered-as,appropriate—, to advance regional priorities. If created, subordinate bodies
w ill have approved Terms of Reference, and progress work under the direction of the HCA.
Participation within the subordinate bodies willbe open to participants of the HCA and other

Sub|ect Matter Experts (SME)s as decided by the Full Members.
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4.5 The Chair shallinvite the Chairs of adjacent RHCs to send representatives to attend
the Commission conferences as Observers if appropriate. Any Member or Associate
Member may propose to the Chair the invitation of technical experts as Observers.
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ation,_and forward,it tq the participantsat least eightsixweeks before the openin
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