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The last great mapping endeavor of our planet



GEBCO, building partnerships for ocean mapping







GEBCO’s two biggest challenges:

• How to get governments, institutions, private industry and 
their contractors to share more existing bathymetric data

• How to get the remaining ~77% of our planet’s unmapped
ocean seafloor mapped





GGC38
• Monaco + VTC, 20-22 April
• Started GEBCO strategy process
• Started process of Governance Review

• To increase / improve ties with parent org. IHO + IOC
• To better align with SB2030

• New Sub-Committee on Education and Training
• New leadership GEBCO Sub-Committees
• Strengthened GGC
• Close cooperation with IHO DCDB, Seabed 2030, CSBWG with active Seabed 2030 /CSB 

ambassadors in every RHC



Improved outreach



Status Seabed 2030 per May 2022

• Draft version of GEBCO 2022 Grid generated

• IBCAO 4.2 generated; 100 new datasets

• IBCSO 2.0 manuscript accepted for publication

• Data ingestion via:
• Extensive engagement with data donor organisations
• Data mining with counties/entities
• Includes new data from South African Hydrographic Office
• Many new data sets identified at Arctic-Antarctic-N. Pacific 

Mapping Meeting, March 2022



The IRCC is invited to:
a) Note this report
b) Endorse the creation of SCET and its associated ToRs and RoPs
c) Endorse the creation of the Governance Review Project Team and its associated ToRs

and RoPs
d) Endorse the creation of the Strategic Plan Drafting Team and its associated ToRs and 

RoPs

e) Encourage RHCs to actively contribute new data to GEBCO

f) Encourage RHCs to discuss how nations can share existing data


