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What do we want to achieve

What would a good MSDIWG look like?

What are the outcomes we would like to see?

What would we like to do in the future that we can’t do today?
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Objectives...?

1. Maritime Organizations and Governments: Access to a unified global standard for maritime spatial data which will enable seamless 

sharing and integration of data across borders, significantly enhancing global maritime safety, environmental protection, and sustainable 

resource management. Organizations will transition from siloed data systems to a collaborative, interoperable framework, facilitating 

more informed decision-making and policy development.

2. Researchers and Environmentalists: With enhanced data accessibility and quality, researchers can conduct more comprehensive 

and accurate studies on marine ecosystems, climate change impacts, and resource sustainability. This advancement will empower them 

to develop more effective conservation strategies and environmental protection measures, contributing to global efforts in combating 

climate change and preserving biodiversity.

3. Maritime Industry Stakeholders: Companies in shipping, fishing, offshore energy sectors, etc. will be able to optimize their 

operations through real-time access to accurate and comprehensive maritime spatial data. This includes improved navigation safety, 

efficient route planning, and reduced environmental impact. The future we envision allows these stakeholders to achieve economic 

benefits while adhering to sustainability principles.

4. Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples: By ensuring that maritime spatial planning processes are inclusive and data is 

accessible, local and indigenous communities can better protect their maritime rights and resources. They will have the tools and 

information needed to advocate for sustainable development in their regions, directly involving them in decision-making processes that 

affect their livelihoods and cultural heritage.

5. General Public: Enhanced transparency and access to maritime spatial data will enable the public to be better informed about 

maritime activities, environmental issues, and conservation efforts. This increased awareness and understanding can lead to stronger 

public support for sustainable maritime policies and practices.
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IHO Strategic Plan
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Current Work Plan Themes

• Communication and Dissemination

• Operational – Data sharing and Management

• Policies and Governance - RHC

• Standards (OGC and HSSC)

• Innovation - Future Perspectives

• Training and Education

• Maintain and Extend IHO Publication C-17

• Conduct annual meetings
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Potential Work Plan Themes – Alignment to IGIF

• Communication and Dissemination

• Operational – Data sharing and 

Management

• Policies and Governance - RHC

• Standards (OGC and HSSC)

• Innovation - Future Perspectives

• Training and Education

• Maintain and Extend IHO C-17

• Conduct annual meetings

• Communication and Engagement

• Data

• Governance and Institutions

• Policy and Legal

• Standards

• Innovation

• Capacity and Education

• Partnerships

• Financial
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Examples of Tasks

Task 1: Identify Key Data Gaps and Priorities
Objective: To establish a clear understanding of where critical hydrographic data is lacking or outdated 
on a global scale.

Task 2: Develop a Shared Data Collection Template
Objective: To standardize the way data is collected and shared among member countries to improve 
compatibility and efficiency.

Task 3: Create a Compact Guide on Best Practices for Data Quality and Sharing
Objective: To enhance the quality of hydrographic data collected and facilitate its sharing among 
international stakeholders.

Task 4: Establish a Small-Scale Pilot Project for Data Sharing
Objective: To test the feasibility and benefits of increased data sharing and collaboration on a 
manageable scale before wider implementation.
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Potential Tasks
• National Reports from Member States

• Reports from regional MSDI working groups
• Share reference documents to MSDIWG BoK

• Organize/ clean-up layout of BoK
• Conduct annual meetings

• Provide the data value proposition of MSDI
• Create story map of the value of MSDI

• Engage with other marine data stakeholders
• Conduct open forums/ international seminars

• Outreach initiatives to involve decision-makers and people outside of the hydrographic community
• Develop MSDI “best practices” or implementation guides

• Partnering with the implementation of IGIF-H
• Land/sea interface initiatives, best practices guides

• Participate in OGC FMSDI Pilot Project
• Consider data “hub” options

• Navigating the complex web of maritime law
• S-100 standards developments, pilots, etc.

• Marine Spatial Planning 
• Maturity Assessments

• Data Standardization and Integration: Are we all speaking the same language?
• Future technology trends, AI

• Identify challenges with technology
• Cooperate with IHO-Singapore Lab

• Assess MSDI training needs and develop workshops to address as needed
• Refine existing training

• C-17
• Future MSDI

• Explore use cases
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