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National Report of Iceland

Thereport givesa summary of activities that have taken place withigdrographic and Maritime Safety
Departmentof the Icelandic Coast Guasrinee last reportgiven at theARHC®neeting inSeptember2019.

1. Hydrographic Office

Followingorganizational changes aride retirement ofHydrographeMr. Hilmar HelgasaMr. Arni Por
Vésteinsson was appointddiead of theHydrographic and Maritime Safety Departmé¢if@GHMSD)n
November #2019. At the same time Mr. GudmundBirkir Agnarsson, was appointéchief Surveyqr
replacing Mr Bjorn Haukur Palssdormer Head of Survey Section.

In January 2020, the Icelandic Coast Guard advertised two posiij@msat the Hydrographic and
Maritime Safety DepartmenOne in hydrographic surveying and the other in nautical cartography.
Recruitment procestok a while ashe outbreak ofCOVIEL9 prolonged the processihe selected
candidates for the jobsjoined the department ifate Aprilandearly Junerespectively The number of staff
in the department has thus increased fra@ixpeople toeight

2. Surveys

The project of surveying iBreidafjéréur continuedn 2019 Thisthird survey seasoin the fjordstarted in
June and ened around the middle of SeptembeFfhe survey season in 200@&sin total 85 days.

Thesurveyprojectfocuses on multibeam coverage of the northern and easpamrts of the bayA chart
scheme for four new 1:50.000 chattscover the bay is readgnd surveying for the firsif the four charts
is finished.
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Fig. INew chartsplannedin Breidafjorour and surveyed area 202D19.

It will take several years to finish surveying for the three remaining charts i.e. both the areas that need
resurveying and the numerous unsurveyed areas.
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As there are other areas of equally high prioetgewhere jt was decidedo shiftthe focus to he northern
part of Vestfirdir for a while. The plan is to survey unsurveyed areag to coasat the northern tip of
Vestfirdir and in the many fjorda Isafjardardjap.

oy

Fig.2 Breidafjordurin Icelandred) and planned survey area for 2020 in the northern part of Vestfirdir (blue).

Cruise ships frequent the waters close to coast to \deabirds andhe spectacular cliffswhichdrop in
places several hundred metres straight down to the sea beldwe.only data available immediately north
of Vestfirdir are lead line soundings.

Al of the fjordson the southern side of isafjardardj are unsurveyed except Skutulsfjoréur where the
town of isafjordur is locateddne of the factors that calls for ageate surveying is the fact that
aquaculture is growingn the area.
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Fig 3 Sparse lead lingepths north of Vestfirdir and unsurveyed areas in the fjords in isafjardardjap.
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In June 2020, after having finishesburveying the approach to Reykholar i Breidafjorour, where a factory
producing organic algal meal is located, surveying started in the northern part of Vestfirdir.

Fig4. First2020survey areasorth of Vestfirdir andhe approach to ReykholaBreidafjérour

A new survey methodegardingthe verticalwas apdopted i.e. a decision was madeartove from recording
in unreliable with the use of tide gauges to recording in accurate with RTK and ellipsoid based survey with
geoid model and vertical tfet model from MSL to chart datum (MLWS).

Towards the end of the survey season in 26H®two approaces to the port of Stykkishélman the south
side ofBreidafjorourwereresurveyed. This new survey reviled depths that needed to be brought to the
attention of mariners via NM& he 5/2019 issue of Notices to Maringissued on November T'5reported
numerous changes in depths to the three charts covering the area at ditfecates

Fig.5 New sirveyof the approaches to Stykkishélmiihe survey reviles the shallowest depth to be 8i8 the
northern approach by Merkisskérhechart showedreviouslyl1.4 m as the shallowest depth

In addition to theabovementionedsurveyactivities,somecontract work waslonefor the Port Authorities
in ReykjavikFaxafl6ahafnir)
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A new multibeam echo sounder, SeaBat T50 Extended Range, was installed in ICG survey vessel BALDUR in
March 2019 and a new sound velocity sensor.

The project of surveying the EEZ of Iceland, whiclivthene & Freshwater Research Institute (MFRI) leads,
and ICG takes part in, continud$e focus of ICEMSD lies approx. within the circular extent of the 200 m
contour, which is somewhat larger théme area of the Territorial Waters. Red line on the image on the right
belowshows the TW (1BIM) and the extent of CGHMSDmodern hydrogaphic surveys.

Fig.6 Status of the project of surveying the EEZ of Iceland. The image shows data fro(tef)FRI

3. New charts & updates

Printed charts

Ninenew dditionshavebeen published since la8iRHGneeting L & i & S I IsidEnewNeSitioiss Nl
the chartfor Reykjavik andhie approach chart for ReykjaWikEJune 2013 The new editions of these
charts included a new sector lighhouse) for entering the port of Reykjavik through Engeyjarsund.

Fig.7 New editionsof approach(365)and harbour chart$362)for Reykjavi_landr the new lighthouse

New editiors of three charts covering the southern part of Breidafjoréere published in January 2020.
Thechartare: The 1:10.000 for theport of Stykkishdlmurthe 1:50.000approachchartand the 1:100.000
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