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IHO Member States

Kiribati became the 100th IHO Member State (811 km² Land , 5,1 Million km² Sea) in 2024
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Outcomes of the 16th HSSC meeting relevant to ARHC

• Future “IHO Infrastructure Centre” 

• Progress with S-57-101 conversion guidance, and testing S-102 and 104 and sea trials 
with S-124 and S-125. 

• Processes and procedures regarding the S-63/S-100 security scheme process. Updating 
the contracting process for OEM and Data Server agreements. 

• coordination to complete operational versions of Phase 1 product specifications by the 
agreed date at the end of 2024. This coordinated IHO effort will allow for hydrographic 
offices around the world to begin full Phase 1 S-100 based production.

• Recognition of St. Lawrence River as an “IHO Canada Sea Trial Area” along with the 
possibility to identify additional official areas around the world. 
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Outcomes of the 16th IRCC meeting relevant to ARHC

• Acceleration of the progress in the readiness of S-100 data migration through several 
ways such as exchange technology, experience, workshop and seminar between 
member states and within the regional commission framework.

• Additional resource allocations to be found to start S-101 and S-102 production. The 
Secretariat has started a dialogue with IMO on how to receive funding for out of IMO 
recourses.

• Challenges with S-101 scheming and possible high workload during the dual fuel 
period, due to parallel production of both S-57 and S-101 ENCs.

• How to better serve Sub-ECDIS customers with reliable, affordable and easy to access 
digital navigational products. S-124 version 2.0.0 was endorsed by WWNWS and 
submitted to HSSC for approval. [US proposes internet ready implementation and 
renovation of GMDSS based on S-124]
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IHO Hydrographic Commission on Antarctica HCA (1)

HCA reported to A-3. Particular focus was given to HCA´s approach for S-
100 governance and production strategies adapted to the specifics of the 
polar region.
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HCA has established an HCA S-100 
Implementation Working Group. Some actions 
are planned to prepare the governance and 
production strategies for the top priority S-100 
based products (S-101, S-102, S-104, S-111, S-
122, S-124, S-128, and S-411). 
Recommended comparable action for Arctic 
Region.
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IHO Hydrographic Commission on Antarctica HCA (2)

• Consideration of a new distribution model (including cybersecurity), making easy 
access for end-users to obtain all S-100 Phase I products and ENDS (Electronic 
Navigational Data Services).

• HCA establishes and manages a specific HCA action plan focused on the impact of 
climate change including a set of proposals (simulation of new ice-free areas 
which will require surveys.

• HCA Members considered in particular the development of a digital twin of 
navigable waters of the Southern Ocean, free of charge as far as possible, in the 
true spirit of the Antarctic Treaty. 

• IHO Report to be prepared for ATCM XLVII in Milan (2025) covering some of these 
topics, expected from ATCM iaw the ATCM Multiyear Strategic Plan (hydrographic 
priorities, etc).
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8th Council Agenda highlights

• Update on the S-100 Roadmap including the interrelation to IMO’s regulatory 
framework

• Update on the establishment of the S-100 Infrastructure Centre

• Preparatory process of IHO Strategic Plan 2027-2032

• Report on inclusive participation in IHO meetings

• Bathymetry proposed to become IOC recognized Essential Ocean Variable(hydrography 
to the Global Ocean Observation System)

• Proposal by Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Türkiye and Ukraine: Consideration of the 
definition of Hydrographic Interest.
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IHO Secretariat`s domestics

• Work has continued on the new IHO Portal
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IHO Secretariat’ domestics in liaison with KHOA and RHCs
• Work has continued on INToGIS III to include tools for RHCs scheming/planning S-100 Phase 

I Products and Data Services… and then be able to provide a synoptic view of S-100 
implementation to stakeholders (IMO in particular), on an annual basis. Testing by some 
RHCs in progress.
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IHO outreach

Mr Yves Guillam is the first recipient of the new Ex Abyssis ad Alta Award
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Mr Guillam is currently finishing a 
10-year term as Assistant Director 
of the IHO. His extensive career 
went from being an engineer at 
SHOM, staff officer in a NATO 
Strategic Command and Deputy 
Hydrographer of France (SHOM). 
And this does not include all his 
roles within the international 
hydrographic community.
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IHO Secretariat`s domestics

• The Secretariat received funding / in kind support for the continuation of the 
Empowering Women in Hydrography project from: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Norway, 
UK and USA. 

•  Ms Luz Delvasto (Columbia) was recruited for project coordination.
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Update on SPI 1.2.2 Region N

Percentage of navigationally significant areas (e.g. charted traffic separation 
schemes, anchorages, channels) for which the adequacy of the hydrographic 
knowledge is assessed through the use of appropriate quality indicators
(2026:100%)

See separate presentation right after this report …
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ARHC is invited 
to take note of this briefing,  

and to take action as considered 
appropriate
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