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Backround of the work of Re-Survey 

At the HELCOM Ministerial meeting on October 2021 the Commission 
adopted the updated HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP), Actions S2 
and S3

BSAP sets a timeline for hydrographic surveying in the Baltic Sea

The work is not only limited to seabed coverage for areas used by 
commercial shipping (Category I and II, action S2) in the Baltic Sea. Also 
areas used for typically for safe boating, environmental protection, GIS 
data purposes and oil recovery contingency (Category III areas, action 
S3)

The aim is that the entire Baltic Sea will be surveyed up-to-date according 
to current IHO standards and with full seabed coverage. 
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 The MWG 24th meeting is planned for 22nd October 2024 in Gdansk, Poland

 BSHC 28th action BSHC28/4

 DE nominate Mr. Philippe Wischow (Philippe.Wischow@bsh.de) as a member of the MWG 
(Confirmation pending)
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BSHC PERMANENT ACTION:

Keep HELCOM Re-Survey Plan updated based on AIS information, and perform surveys in 
accordance with the Re-Survey Plan.

 The member states have reported their updated figures of progress of surveys
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Current status of the Re-survey Scheme
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2024:
CAT I completed

CAT II remaining ~8 %

CAT III remaining ~67 %

2023:
CAT I remaining ~1 %

CAT II remaining ~9 %

CATIII remaining ~79 %



Future work of the Baltic Sea national Hydrographic 
Offices

 Continue to monitor the progress of the HELCOM Re-survey Scheme and update 
Re-Survey Database 

 Continue cooperation with future possible EU CEF program (TEN-T) and EU 
REGIO (Interreg) funding projects concerning Re-Surveys in the Baltic Sea

 Follow up HELCOM Head of Delegates outcome on the need of updating Re-
survey plan and perform Re-surveys. 

 To follow up the HSWG (of IHO) and to implement IHO hydrographic survey 
standard S-44 ed6 to the hydrographic work within the Baltic Sea.

 To promote collecting the bathymetric data for the cartographic purpose at the 
Baltic Sea HELCOM Routes, with the reference to the BSCD2000 geoid model.

 To follow and share experiences on current and evolving bathymetric survey 
systems
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The BSHC 29th Conference is invited to

1. note this Report

2. encourage member states to study and define Cat I & II areas in their waters based on 
the existing AIS-information on commercial shipping 

3. encourage member states to perform re-surveys in all revised HELCOM Re-Survey 
Scheme areas

4. encourage member states to participate actively to MWG work

5. give further guidance to MWG, as seen appropriate
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Thank You
maarit.mikkelsson@traficom.fi
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