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MEDITERRANEAN AND BLACK SEAS HYDROGRAPHIC COMMISSION

26 September, 2023

MBSHC CIRCULAR LETTER No 06/2023

Lebanon Proposal for adoption its Paper Charts as INT charts

Reference:

A. Region F ICCWG Letters CL 03/2023 and CL 04/2023

B. Lebanese INT charts proposal - Beirut (Annex A to this CL)

C. Art. 7.d of the Statutes of MBSHC (9th Edition, April 2022)

D. Information from France on the gradual withdrawal of the French INT charts in Lebanese

waters
E. S-11 Part A, Ed. 3.1.0, Section 100 paragraph 3.8.3.
F. S-11 Part A, Ed. 3.1.0, Section 100 paragraph 3.9.1.
G. S-11Part A, Ed. 3.1.0, Section 100, Paragraph 3.14.

Dear colleagues,

1. Region F Circular Letter No 03/2023 from Reference A invited members of the Region F

ICCWG to provide their feedback on the Lebanon Proposal for the introduction to the INT
scheme of its nautical charts, and adoption its Paper Charts as INT charts, accordingly to S-11
Section 100 paragraph 3.8.3., available in Annex A to this CL. Outcome was five positive
reactions received from France, Bulgaria, Croatia, Slovenia and United Kingdom; hence the
Proposal was forwarded to the MBSHC level for approval {Region F ICCWG CL 04/2023, Ref.
A).

As noted in the transition agreement between SHOM and the LNHS, highlighted in the letter
from SHOM to the Region F coordinator (Ref. D), SHOM will withdraw their respective INT
charts from circulation, 2 months after the release of the Lebanese ENCs. As the LB ENCs
have been released on 25 May 2023, the LNHS has agreed with SHOM to delay their Paper
Chart withdrawal until the end of September.
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3. Noting that Lebanon and France have reached an agreement related to the details of the

5.

transition plan for the production of nautical products between the two countries, including
the coordination of the publication of Lebanese products and the withdrawal of French
equivalent products,

Considering that the two interested parties have reached a unanimous agreement to move
forward,

Noting that it would be counter-productive to wait for the next Conference of the MBSHC in
2024,

Noting that the proposal was endorsed by the Region F ICCWG (Ref. A),

As Chair of the MBSHC, | am in the opinion that the conditions for a positive consensus by
MBSHC Members on the adoption Lebanese INT charts proposal-Beirut, as proposed by
Lebanon, have been reached.

Unless there is any objection reported to MBSHC Chair no later than 29 September 2023, |
will inform the interested parties that the INT scheme of Lebanon nautical charts as

proposed by Lebanon has been formally approved by the MBSHC in the inter-session.

Lebanon, becoming a new INT Chart Producer, is kindly invited to comply with Reference G.

Best regards,

Vinka KOLIC BUBIC, M.Sc.

MBSHC Chair
Director of the Hydrographic Institute of the
| Republic of Croatia
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Annex A to MBSHC CL 06/2023

Lebanese INT charts proposal - Beirut
Author: LNHS Head of Cartographic Department
Date: 20230523
Background

Lebanon started producing ENCs and PCs with the intention to provide PC Coverage of
Lebanese waters of the Mediterranean. The current INT coverage is provided through 4 INT
charts, containing 6 plans, in usage coastal, Approaches and harbor produced by the French
Hydrographic Office (SHOM).

The Lebanese National Nautical Charting Plan proposes 10 New PCs covering usage from
coastal to harbor, of which 4 are planned to be holding INT numbers.

Figure 1: Current INT Coverage in Usage Band coastal to harbor
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Proposed INT Coverage Changes — Phase 1

Lebanon has produced 2 PCs that are intended to hold an INT, these are listed below, and the
LNHS propose the following changes to the INT coverage to enable the distribution of these
PCs while SHOM will withdraw its own INT charts that cover the same area.

Lebanese | Lebanese| French French Scale | Proposal

PCs Scale INT
402 1:45000 1:30000
402A 1:12000 INT 3670 1:10000 approval of 2 LB PCs as INT to replace the
(plan} INT 3670 being withdrawn by SHOM
502 1:8000 1:12500

ISTME 35730 35736°E IFRE

3NEN Wb
3000 — e

33540

IFHN

et

1530t

3536t st



Future Planned Coverage

The following three PCs are planned to be produced as a second batch of Lebanese PCs, the
current target is to complete these charts by beginning 2024.

Lebanese | Lebanese| Chart Title Notes
ENC Scale

Planned INT to replace INT

LB 401 - Approach to Tripoli and Selaata 3671A and INT 36718

Planned INT to replace INT

LB 401A 1:40000 | Approach to Tripoli 3671A

Planned INT to replace INT

LB 401B 1:20000 | Approach to Selaata
36718

LB 501 1:8000 | Port of Tripoli

The remaining 6 PCs are planned for future productions.

Lebanese Lebanese | Chart Title
ENC Scale

LB300301 | 1:100000| Tripoli to Ras es Saadiyat

LB300302 | 1:100000| Ras El Maameltein to Ras Al Nagourah
LB300303 | 1:250000| Baniyas to Akka

LB400403 | 1:25000 | Approach to Sidon

LB400404 | 1:25000 | Approach to Tyre

LB500503 | 1:6000 | Port of Sidon

Next Steps

1. Lebanon will share this proposal with the following parties for comment as detailed in
5-11 Part A,

« Al members of the ICOWG and, where appropriate,
members of the RHC.

« Hydrographic offices producing PCs in the region.

{(France) D (UKy 0O the IHO Secretariat.

2. Following the resolution of any comments raised, the intent is for the Regional
Coordinator to submit to the RHC for approval. However, we request this to be done
via correspondence or by the RHC chair assuming that any comments have been
resolved, this is taking into consideration that SHOM will withdraw their equivalent
INT charts covering this area.



