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Pacific Geospatial & Surveying Council

ÅIndependent regional body advancing geospatial 
and surveying standards and capacity

ÅEstablished in the margins of the Pacific GIS/RS 
User Conference in November 2014

ÅGoverned by the PGSC Charter

ÅImplementing and monitoring progress against the 
PGSC Strategy (2017-2027)

ÅSupported by PGSC Partnership Desk (GEM 
Division of SPC)

ÅRecognised Nationally, Regionally and Globally

What is the PGSC?
2014

2015

2016



Sustainable development in the Pacific enabled by world class geospatial information and surveying 
services

Vision



Pacific Island survey and geospatial services, including hazard mapping, urban planning, 
cadastre mapping, hydrography, and other geospatial requirements for sustainable 
development, are sufficiently resourced to respond to member country priorities.

Mission



ÅDrafted by committee in 2014 
at inaugural PGSC meeting

ÅEndorsed by 11 Pacific 
Governments at Ministerial 
Level in 2015-2016

ÅEndorsed by Fiji at Cabinet 
Level in 2016

ÅPW, NR, PG & French 
Territories have shown 
interest after OGS: NC, PF

PGSC Charter
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4th PGSC Meeting 2018 ςTonga 

Chair Actg. CEO - Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources (Tonga)

Vice-Chair Ms Meizyanne Hicks, Director Geospatial - Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources (Fiji)



5th PGSC Meeting 2020 ςVirtual 



PGSC Strategy

The late Prime Minister, Hon. Samiuela ΨAkilisi tǁƘƛǾŀ launched the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ regional 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ϧ ƎŜƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ мл !ǇǊƛƭ нлму ƛƴ bǳƪǳΩŀƭƻŦŀΣ ¢ƻƴƎŀ

Also pictured, the Australian High Commissioner, New Zealand High Commissioner, 
Japanese Consulate, UNGGIM, and the Pacific Community (PGSC Partnership Desk)



5th PGSC Meeting 2020 ςOutcome Statement 

Recognisesthe critical importance of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 
Management (UN-GGIM) Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF), and support the Council members in the 
operationalisation of the IGIF.

Encouragesmembers to access the resources and tools of the UN-GGIM Secretariat for the IGIF and agree for the Council to 
establish a sub-regional collective modality for the IGIF to support the design, development and operationalisation of country 
action plans for the members.

RecognisesǘƘŜ aƻƎŀƴǎƘŀƴ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ DŜƻǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ƻŦ нлму ŀƴŘ adoptsthe Talanoa Outcome 
Statement on Earth Observation Cooperation in the Pacific made on Tuesday 5th November 2019, Australia, during the Group 
on Earth Observations (GEO) Week 2019 in Canberra, Australia.

Encourages council members to become members of the GEO, and further agrees for the PGSC to be the collective regional 
voice for Earth Observations in the Pacific.

Recognisesthe United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) and encourage PGSC 
members to align the activities of geospatial and surveying to UN SDGs.

Recognisesto commend the participation of the UN-GGIM, UN-GGIM AP, UN-GGIM ETCB, GA, FIG-APCDN, LINZ, SSSi, S+SNZ 
and NGS-NOAA for their support and resources available to PGSC.

Refer to PGSC-5-Outcome-statement-and-declaration-Final-1.pdf (spc.int)

http://pgsc.gem.spc.int/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PGSC-5-Outcome-statement-and-declaration-Final-1.pdf


PGSC Plenary Session 2022

- PGSC Strategy (2017 ς 2027)

- Pacific Geospatial Women Network

- PGSC Working Groups

- PGSC Support and the Partnership Desk

- UN-GGIM Integrated Geospatial Information Framework Country Action Plan 

ÁFiji, Kiribati and Tonga
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6th PGSC Meeting ς Sydney Australia

PGSC Business Meeting (11th December 2023)

- Council Elections

- 5th PGSC Meeting Minutes 

- PGSC Review of Charter

- Terms of reference: -

ÅPGSC Women Network

ÅPGSC Young Surveyors Geospatial Network

- PGSC Working Groups

- PIC Country Updates

- PGSC Action Items



6th PGSC Partners Meeting - 12th Dec 2023
Regional Updates

1. SPC Case study on Data Handling & Requirements

2. SPC Geospatial & Surveying Activities

3. Bureau of Meteorology Australia (COSPPac)

4. GA (Geoscience Australia)

5. GCA (Geospatial Council Australia)

6. LINZ (Land Information New Zealand)

7. S+SNZ (Survey and Spatial New Zealand)

8. AHO (Australia Hydrographic Office)

9. SWPHC (Southwest Pacific Hydrographic 
Commission)

10.NIWA (National Institute of Water & Atmospheric)

11.GTEWS (Global Navigation Satellite System Tsunami 
Early Warning Systems) ς IUGG Initiatives

12.Australian Consulting Surveyors Network

Global Updates

13. FIG AP CDN (Asia Pacific Capacity Development Network)

14. UN GGIM (Working Group on Marine Geospatial 
Information)

15. UN GGIM Sub-committee on Geodesy (SCoG)

16. NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)

17. IGS (International GNSS Service)

18. IHO (International Hydrographic Office)

19. UN GGCE (Global Geodetic Centre of Excellence)

Regional Initiatives

20. Fugro 

21. IIC Technologies 

22. Land Equity International 

23. Aaron Hicks (under New Zealand Volunteer Scheme) 



Supporting countries 
to build existing and 
future capacity 
through expanded 
professional 
development and 
educational 
opportunities

Capacity Building

PGSC Working Groups 

Supporting countries 
to modernise their 
Geodetic Reference 
Frames and align to 
the Global model

Positioning

Supporting countries 
to develop policies 
and tools for 
improved geospatial 
information and data 
management 

Geospatial Policy & Data 
Management



ÅDonor support from AU-DFAT, NZ-MFAT, UN-GGIM 

ÅTraining and capacity support from Geoscience Australia, 
LINZ, UN-GGIM-AP, FIG, UKHO, USP, UNOOSA, SPC 

ÅEquipment and infrastructure support from GA, SPC

ÅMoU signed with S+SNZ (2018) and SSSi (2019)

ÅLinks with key global and regional frameworks:

ïSDGs, UN-GGIM Roadmap, Sendai Framework, SAMOA Pathway, 
FRDP, FIG Suva Statement and Christchurch Declaration

Strategic Partnerships

MoU signed with S+SNZ  April 2018

MoU signed with SSSi  Aug 2019



Country 
Members

Countries:- Name and Organisation:- Responsible for:-

CookIslands - Mr VaipoMataora, Director - GeospatialandHydrography

FederatedStatesof Micronesia - Mr CarlsonDiopulos,Director
- Mr AlfredLebehn,GISManager

- Surveying
- Geospatial

Fiji Islands - MsMeizyanneHicks,Director
- Mr AsakaiaTabua,SurveyorGeneral
- Mr JervisRobinson,ChiefHydrographer

- Geospatial
- Surveying
- Hydrography

Kiribati - Mr Tioti Taaitee,Director
- Mr TionUriam,Hydrographer

- GeospatialandSurveying
- Hydrography

Marshall Islands - Mr ScadrieMijjena , Actg. ChiefSurveyor
- Mr BenedictYamamura,ChiefCoastalFisheries

- Surveying
- Geospatial

Niue - Mr RichardSiataga,DivisionHead - GeospatialandSurveying

Nauru - Mr PeniasiNakautoga,Director - Surveying

Palau - MsSterlinaGabriel,Director
- Mr DavidIdip,Director

- Surveying
- Geospatial

PapuaNewGuinea - Mr MichaelGideon,Director
- Mr NicholasPion,SeniorHydrographer

- Geospatial
- Surveying

Samoa - Mr PetaniaTuala,PrincipalSurveyor
- MsTelesiaSila,PrincipalMappingOfficer

- Surveying
- Geospatial

SolomonIslands - Mr JimmyIkina,SurveyorGeneral
- Mr PerryRukale,TO-Cartography

- GeospatialandSurveying
- Hydrography

Tonga - Mr ViliamiFolau,DeputyCEO
- Mr TaanielaKula,DeputyCEO
- MsHalalilikaEtika,DeputyCEO

- Surveying
- NaturalResources
- Geospatial

Tuvalu - Mr FaatasiMalologa,Director - GeospatialandSurveying

Vanuatu - Mr TonyKanas,SurveyorGeneral
- Mr ToneyTevi,Director

- GeospatialandSurveying
- Hydrography



PGSC Partnership Desk - SPC

PGSC Partnership Desk receives SPC 
DG Award for Member 
Collaboration Dec 2018

- Surveying and Geospatial 
- Remote Sensing
- Drone Operations
- Maritime Boundaries
- Geology
- Hydrography
- Oceanography

- Law and Policy
- Stakeholder engagement
- Training
- Communications
- Procurement
- Management
- Advocacy
- Capacity Development
- Resource Development

Pacific Geospatial Women Network 
(PGWM)

Pacific Geodetic Network 
(GNSS CORS)

Partnership and Collaboration
National, Regional and International
UN-GGIM Workshop, Singapore 2022



Recent Activities

https://home.fijisurveyors.org/ 

Tuvalu Geodetic Surveys - Nine (9) atolls (2016-2019)

GA donates GNSS equipment to PGSC Partnership Desk (2019)

Pre-campaign GNSS Operational Training for Fiji Lands (2019)

Survey team support for Fiji Geodetic Modernization Campaign (2019-2020) - Operational

GNSS Data Processing & Analysis ςTonga Survey Office (2019)

Virtual AUSPOS Training ςTuvalu Survey Team (2020)

Fiji Institute of Surveyors Website (2019)

Tuvalu Geodetic Surveys Data Processing, Analysis and Reporting (2020-2021)

Fiji Geodetic Surveys Campaign Survey Data Compilation, Data Processing and Analysis (2020-
2021)

Fiji Geodetic Datum Surveys Data Release (2022)

Tonga (Vava'u, Eua, Niuatoputapu) Geodetic Control Surveys ςLiDAR (2022)

Vanuatu (Efate, Tanna, Malekula)  Geodetic Control Surveys ςLiDAR (2022)

Fiji Geospatial Reference System ςROADMAP October 2023

https://home.fijisurveyors.org/


Sub-committee on Geodesy 

United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management

Expert Group on Land Administration and Management

Expert Group on Marine Geospatial Information



United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management



United Nations Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management



Kiribati and UN-GGIM IGIF



Positioning


