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The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development is designed to focus international efforts at the science-policy interface to reverse the cycle of decline in ocean health and to support conditions for sustainable development. The Decade is hoped to: generate scientific knowledge, and build necessary infrastructure and partnerships needed to inform policies in support of all sustainable development goals. 



OOC vs Ocean Decade vs UNOC 
Our Ocean Conference: annual conference
started by former US Sec of State, John Kerry, 
with a rotating host. 2020 meeting in Palau in 
August. 

UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development: 2021-2030

UN Ocean Conference: June 2-6 in Lisbon. 
Occurs every three years, last meeting in 2017, 
hosted by Sweden and Fiji at UNHQ, NYC. 

High Level and Long-term Engagements
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Note that Portugal will host a separate BE event in Lisbon in June.  Although this is meant to be a separate event from the UNOC, it will likely be planned to overlap with UNOC for attendees (details TBD). The event may focus on financing and industry invitees are expected to dominate.  



International Hydrographic Organization

• Potential New Strategic Plan with 3 
Goals
• Evolving the hydrographic support for 

safety and efficiency of maritime 
navigation, undergoing profound 
transformation

• Increasing the use of hydrographic 
data for the benefit of society

• Participating actively in international 
initiatives related to the knowledge 
and the sustainable use of the Ocean

Major decade long drivers-
• S-100 implementation
• WENS
• Capacity Building
• MSDI
• CSB
• SB 2030
• Ongoing Hydrographic Office 

evolution



Decade Goals
A Clean Ocean
Sources of pollution are identified, 
quantified and reduced, and 
pollutants removed from the Ocean.

A Predicted
Ocean
Society has the capacity to understand
current and future Ocean conditions, 
forecast their change and impact on 
human wellbeing and livelihoods.

A Safe Ocean
Human communities are protected
from ocean hazards and the safety
of operations at sea and on the 
coast is guaranteed.

A Sustainable
Productive Ocean
The provision of food supply and 
alternative livelihoods are secured.

Transparent and 
Accessible Ocean
All nations, stakeholders and citizens
have access to ocean data and 
information, technologies, and are 
capable of making informed decisions.

A Healthy and 
Resilient Ocean
Marine ecosystems are mapped and 
protected, multiple impacts, including
climate change, are measured and 
reduced, and the provision of Ocean
ecosystem services is maintained.
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SIX Goals designed to be responsive to societal needs, and in line with the UN SDGs. They picked these goals as they are expected to trigger environmental, societal, and policy changes in the areas of ocean management, stewardship, and sustainable development. NOS focus on Goal 1: a clean ocean will have a primary focus on marine debrisGoal 2: a healthy and resilient ocean: a main component of this is marine protected areas and coastal zone management
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integrated  

multi-hazard  
warning  
system

Include ocean  
component in  
earth-system  
observation,  
research and  

prediction

UN Ocean Decade Priority Areas
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priority areas for the Decade. Although I think NOS has a role to play in all of these areas, the areas of priority for NOS are:1) mapping (this is designed to be inline with the goals for Seabed 2030 which aims to map 100% of the seafloor by 2030) 2) ocean observing systems



Transparent Ocean
Data sharing & application products, 
services, policy

Productive Ocean
Sustainable BE, safe thresholds for econ
growth, mitigate impacts of envir. change

Safe Ocean
Disaster risk reduction

Healthy/Resilient Ocean
Ecosystems mapped & protected,   
impacts mapped, measured & reduced

Clean Ocean
Pollution identified, quantified, reduced & 
removed

Predicted Ocean
All ocean basins observed and mapped; 
obs for mgmt. & BE

U.S. Decadal Vision
Modernize R&D infrastructure
Big data, models, R2O

Promote Economic Prosperity
Seafood competitiveness, energy, 
minerals, econ/eco balance, 
workforce

Resilient Coastal Communities
Disaster risk reduction

Safeguard Human Health
Plastics contaminants & pathogens, 
HAB, Natural Products

Ensure Maritime Security
Arctic transport, situational awareness

UN Decade Goals
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The Goals of the Decade compared to this Administrations’ Decadal Vision (this is from the report SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR AMERICA’S OCEANS: A DECADAL VISION, from the National Science and Technology Council in Nov 2018)



https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/initiatives/oceans-protection-
plan/oceans-protection-plan-funding-graphic.html



• US focus on dialogue 1 
and 2

• Delivering interventions, 
and announcing 
engagements at meeting

Proposed Interactive Dialogues: 
1. Addressing marine pollution (target 14.1);
2. Managing, protecting, conserving and restoring marine and coastal 

ecosystems (targets 14.2 and 14.5);

1. Minimizing and addressing ocean acidification (target 14.3);
2. Making fisheries sustainable and providing access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources 

and markets (targets 14.4, 14.6 and 14.b);
3. Promoting and strengthening sustainable ocean-based economies, in particular for small island 

developing States and least developed countries (target 14.7 and other relevant targets);
4. Increasing scientific knowledge, and developing research capacity and transfer of marine technology 

(target 14.a);
5. Implementation of international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(target 14.c); and
6. Leveraging interlinkages between Sustainable Development Goal 14 and other Goals towards the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda

Are there US-CA hydrographic efforts to recognize?



US-CA Hydrography
• Hydrographic partnering at key international ocean policy events? 

• UN Ocean Conference (Lisbon)

• USCHC outcome based goal targets for 2030 based on closer alignment to the IHO 
Strategic Plan (if it is adopted)? 
• 100% S-101 ENC by 2028? 

• Leadership in the region measurably progressing SB 2030 and CSB? NONNA-100 
announcement?

• Identify and market collaborative R&D efforts and active personnel exchanges
• Identify IHO WG product development

• the new international standard for paper charts? Delivering WENS?

• Regional foci: Great Lakes, Atlantic, Pacific transboundary areas?
• S-100 rollout: Stronger external planning and messaging: IMO, Arctic Council, UN Ocean 

Goals



Do we want to approach the decade with anticipated 
achievements in mind? 

US-CA Delivering Ocean Governance and 
Science

2020 2030



USCHC Web Presence?
• Raise Awareness
• Better planning and organizing of 

efforts between RHC meetings
• Support HGPSC and other national 

and global efforts
• SB 2030 (regional snapshot of Region A)

• Planning and Information sharing 

• Build synergies with other RHCs
• Populated with a calendar of key 

hydrographic conferences and 
exchanges

• Less maintenance with only two HO’s 



Hydrographic Meetings 2020*

*List in no way exhaustive, but a list in progress of upcoming 
hydrographic meetings
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