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U.S. Bathymetry Gap Analysis’

See NOAA’s
GeoPlatform

Also, linked from
https://iocm.noaa.gov
/seabed-2030-
bathymetry.html

% - 3 or more soundings per ~100 m cell

1-2 soundings per ~100 m cell



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under the realm of data science to help guide decisions on where to map as well as to track our mapping progress in support of broad goals outlined in the National Strategy for Ocean Mapping, Exploration, and Characterization of the U.S. EEZ, the Office of Coast Survey has been compiling a U.S. Bathymetry Gap Analysis of the publicly accessible bathymetry at NCEI and OCM/Digital Coast, since 2017.  The analysis came about as a result of the budding Seabed 2030 project and a desire for us to better understand how well U.S. waters are mapped relative to the Seabed 2030 definition.  Prior to 2017, bathymetric data coverage was primarily conveyed to the public as survey outlines, which was a poor proxy to assess how well U.S. waters are mapped. This sounding density analysis is a visual backdrop showing bathymetric data binned in 2 classifications:  pink denotes 100 m cells supported by 1-2 soundings and the purple denotes cells that are supported by 3 or more soundings.  The analysis is updated twice per year and is available as a Web service via NOAA’s GeoPlatform.  At the beginning of each year,  this analysis underpins the annual Progress Report on Unmapped U.S. Waters– for reference U.S. waters are currently 52% unmapped.   

https://iocm.noaa.gov/seabed-2030-bathymetry.html
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Total Area (sq nm) 472,200 45,100 61,600 1,080,200 239,700 1,691,700
Area Mapped in Jan 2022 (sq nm) 282,900 3,200 35,900 335,900 192,700 878,400
% Mapped 60% 7% 58% 31% 80% 52%
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