ITHO CAPACITY BUILDING - SOUTH WEST PACIFIC

MARITIME SAFETY INFORMATION TRAINING COURSE
SUMMARY REPORT

Date of report: 10 August 2023
Course: Maritime Safety Information Training
Date: 25 — 27 July 2023
Venue: Novotel, Nadi, Fiji

Instructors: Stuart SHEPARD (NAVAREA X Coordinator/Australian Maritime Safety Authority),
Hayley CAMP (Search and Rescue Officer/ Australian Maritime Safety Authority), David WILSON
(NAVAREA XIV Coordinator/Maritime New Zealand), Simran SINGH (Advisor Safety
Systems/Maritime New Zealand), Sunil KUMAR (Fiji National Coordinator/Maritime Safety
Authority of Fiji)

Matt BORBASH attended as the Capacity Building Coordinator, South West Pacific Hydrographic
Commission (SWPHC).

Opening Address: Mr Josateki TAGI (Executive Chairperson for Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji)
Closing Address: LCDR Jervis ROBINSON (Director, Fiji Hydrographic Service, Fiji Navy)

Participants: Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea,
Republic of Marshall Islands, Republic of Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, SPC (Pacific
Community), Tonga and Vanuatu (Annex A).

Introduction

Between 25™ and 27" July 2023, Fiji Hydrographic Office hosted a Maritime Safety Information
(MSI) Training Course to benefit countries in the area of influence of the South-West Pacific Regional
Hydrographic Commission (SWPHC). The course was supported by the International Hydrographic
Organization’s (IHO) Capacity Building fund and was attended by 20 students.

This was the 31% dedicated MSI learning opportunity delivered as a capacity building first phase
initiative since the program began in 2004. The first phase is the most urgent and easiest to implement
and consists of organizing the collection and circulation of nautical information necessary to provide
real-time situation awareness of safety critical information. It also covers the supplementary
requirements to maintain and update existing charts and publications to ensure the safe navigation of
shipping governed by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS).

The World Wide Navigational Warning Service (WWNWS) is a coordinated global service for the
promulgation of warnings regarding hazards to navigation, which might endanger international

shipping. The syllabus included guidance on all the subject areas considered suitable for transmission
as NAVAREA and Coastal warnings as described in IMO Res. A.706(17).

New Zealand (NAVAREA XIV Coordinator) and Australia (NAVAREA X Coordinator) are
responsible for the sea areas covered by the SWPHC and control the broadcast of NAVAREA
messages within this region, making full and effective use of national broadcast facilities in keeping



with the provisions of SOLAS. The NAVAREA Coordinator has the responsibility to be informed of
all events that could significantly affect the safety of navigation within their area.

Objectives

The objective of the course was to increase the flow of MSI to the NAVAREA X and XIV
Coordinators and, ultimately, to emphasize the importance of establishing expertise in the countries
within these NAVAREAs to fulfill the role of National Coordinators.

To achieve this, the course provided practical instruction and guidance to participants who are
involved with MSI and the drafting of navigational warnings, or with issuing MSI for the high seas.
The aim of the course was to ensure that all attendees:

» Endeavour to be informed of all events that could significantly affect the safety of navigation
within their coastal region.

» Assess all information for relevance to safety of navigation in their coastal region.

» Draft navigational warnings in accordance with the Joint IMO/IHO/WMO Manual on MSI.

» Forward MSI for further promulgation to the NAVAREA Coordinator using the quickest
means possible.

Within NAVAREA X and XIV there are 15 National Coordinators, only five of which have Coastal
Warning Areas and are able to deliver MSI via the recognized Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System (GMDSS) facilities. For the remainder, relevant MSI must be sent to the NAVAREA
Coordinators for broadcast via the recognized GMDSS facilities. As such, the key message for
participants was that, while guidance would be provided on the correct structure of navigational
warnings, it was the information rather than the format that was of most importance to the
NAVAREA X and XIV Coordinators.

Content

The Course content (Annex B) included all aspects of the WWNWS. The participants were presented
with overviews, course documents, and digital media covering the GMDSS, MSI and the WWNWS.
They were also familiarized with the major guidance documents; IMO resolution A.705(17), IMO
resolution A.706(17) and the Joint IMO/IHO/WMO Manual on Maritime Safety Information (S-53).
Extended time was spent explaining the roles, responsibilities and requirements of National
Coordinators, including the need to be informed of all events that could significantly affect the safety
of navigation within the region. Particular attention was placed on the importance to immediately
assess all information upon receipt and decide whether to inform the NAVAREA Coordinator as
appropriate.

The course was presented over a period of 3 days, which included 2 days of practical exercises. In a
first for the SWPHC area, electronic charts were provided, for training purposes, covering several
Pacific Island countries represented, for use in the practical exercises to evaluate source data for
validity and applicability as NAVAREA or Coastal Warnings. Raster charts were sourced from the
Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) Data Server (LDS), in KML format, and displayed on the
Google Earth application.

The participants worked in conjunction with the instructors on the second day and reviewed messages
in a controlled and structured environment. On the third day, the participants worked in teams,
independent of instructor input and worked through scenarios with multiple categories of messages
being assigned. This allowed the instructors to see the progress each student had made during this
training effort and validated the instruction and use of practical exercises as being both appropriate
and effective.



Instruction

The instructors shared the presentation duties and engaged with the students during the practical
exercises. The instructors shared a broad range of experience, skills and knowledge with operating,
managing and staffing a NAVAREA and National Coordinator operations room. The inclusion of
Sunil KUMAR was a direct response to the IHOs goal to build training capacity by appointing MSI
trainers from the region. This initiative is being actively encouraged and supported by the [HO as per
Actions 2, 3, 4 and 5 of IRCC9 and Action 15 of CBSC15. The IHO and the SWPHC wishes to thank
MSAF for releasing Sunil KUMAR who actively shared his knowledge and experience with the
participants.

A high level of interaction between the instructors and the participants was encouraged and achieved,
which added to a relaxed classroom atmosphere. Individual participation allowed for active
engagement, which proved invaluable to the success of the course. All the participants were actively
encouraged to discuss their national MSI concerns and relay their own stories of note from within
their regions.

Having so many participants with varying levels of knowledge added an extra dimension to the
proceedings. This provided the opportunity for the instructors to offer practical advice and guidance
on best practices in conjunction with explaining the basic elements of establishing National
procedures for the promulgation of MSI. Each administration present was encouraged to appoint a
National Point of Contact for GMDSS issues and to communicate and revise their national strategy
and plans with the IMO, IHO and respective NAVAREA Coordinators.

At the end of the course, all of the participants were provided with digital media containing copies of
all the presentations, practical exercises and latest MSI-related documentation. The expectation that,
on return to their countries, course participants would share their knowledge was emphasized, and
participants acknowledged that they would become the trainers for the personnel in their
administrations who were responsible for gathering, analyzing, drafting and promulgating urgent
navigational warnings for the coastal area of their country.

Participants / Language

Tuvalu and Niue (within NAVAREA XIV), unfortunately, were unable to attend. Specific requests
were made by the IHO CBSC to the Coastal States in its solicitation of participants to attend the
course.

The aim was to ensure that only those personnel charged with MSI responsibilities would attend the
course and that it was not intended for policy or administrative personnel. It was pleasing to see that
some Coastal States self-funded additional policy and regulatory personnel to close the gap between
operational delivery and policy and regulator development (through the IMO for example).

In alignment with the specific IMO requirements that NAVAREA and coastal warnings must be
provided in English, it had been requested that attendees should have basic written and oral
understanding of the English language. In this case, all participants had a high competency level in
the English language thus ensuring that all the teaching goals were achieved.

Facilities / Support

The instruction took place in a comfortable and well-equipped conference room at the Novotel Nadi,
close to Nadi International Airport. The presentation facilities were well suited to delivering the
content. Accommodation for the students was provided at the same hotel, which ensured a prompt
start to each day. Breakfast, lunch and dinner was included. For future courses, the IHO should
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strive to make similar arrangements. They provide, by far, the most conducive learning environment
along with many obvious conveniences.

Acknowledgements

Much appreciation is extended to the IHO and the Australian Hydrographic Office (AHO) for their
financial support of the course. Additional trainers were provided in-kind by Maritime New Zealand
and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji.

Conclusion

Once again it is very pleasing to report that this MSI training course maintained the high standards
set by the previous models and that all the objectives were fully met. The analysis of the final practical
exercises identified a significant improvement from the initial exercises. It now becomes the
responsibility of the participants to go back to their organizations and use their increased awareness
and knowledge of the WWNWS in order to improve the flow of MSI to their respective NAVAREA
Coordinators and ultimately fulfill the role of National Coordinators within their countries in the
future.

The course feedback (Annex C) on all aspects relating to this training course confirms the overall
success of this mission. In closing, the WWNWS is extremely pleased with the results of this training
effort and looks forward to continuing its support as the course is rotated to other Regional
Hydrographic Commissions within the [HO.

Future MSI Courses

Additional MSI courses have been approved within the 2023 and 2024 THO Capacity Building Work
Plans. These courses will be held within the SAIHC, NIOHC/RSAHC, and MACHC. Check the IHO
website for scheduling details.




ANNEX A

2 International Hydrographic Organization
MSI Trainin
-&Hﬁ- LIST OF P.ﬂ.RT]EIF.L'I.N‘gTS

IMO/IHO Regional Training Course On Maritime Safety Information
25-27 luly 2023

MNadi, Fiji
Trainees by Country
Cook Islands
Mame: Address: Tel:
TAIRI, Marah PO Box 61 +G82 28810
Avarua
Tithe: Caolk Islands Email:
Maritime Safety Officer marah.tairif cookislands. gov.ck
Fiqi
Mo Photo Mame: Address: Tel:
KOTORALAYL, Villame PO Box 326
Suva
Title: Fiji Email:
vkotobalavu@msal.com.fj
MAVAKAROKD, Ms. Adi Laisand Address: Tel:+6798714520
P.O.BOX 12387
Eliza gt
Waly bay Cmail:
Suwva laisaninavakarcko@gmall.com
Fiji Islands
Mo FPhoto AT EYAVVA, M. Jolame Address: Tel:
P.O.BOX 12387
Eliza st
Waly bay Email:
Suva mateyawajolame@gmail.com
Fiji Islands
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Mo Photo

Mo Phato

Mo Photo

Federated States of
Micronesia

Kiribati

Papua New Guinea

SOQOIWASA, Palu

EROWEH, Michaal

LAGIVOLA, Abel
Titla:

Marine Cartographer

Mame:
MEMDICGLA, Baran

Tithe:
EE&PEI-IT HBI‘IEIgF_"F

Hamea:
TAURD, Eritaia

Title:
AlaM Manager and M3| Coordinator

Mame:
PIOM, Nicholas

Titha:
Hydrography Manager

TMOVIHO Regeonal Trasneng Course On Manbime Salely Inlormation
27 July 2023 -k, Fioi

Address:

Fiji Hydrographic Office, Fiji Mavy
16 Amra St, Waly Bay,

Suva

Addrass:

Fiji Hydrographic Office, Fiji Mavy
16 Amra 5t, Waly Bay,

Suva

Address:

Fiji Hydrographic Office, Fiji Mavy
16 Amra 5t, Walu Bay,

Suva

Address:

P.O. Box 1150
Kglonia, Pohnpsel
FM 96941

Address:

Marina Division
Ministry of Imformation,
Communications and Transport (MICT)

Betlo, Tarawa
Kiribati

Address:

PO Box 668

Port Moresby
Fapua Mew Guinea

T

psogoiwasafgmail.com

Huwg:?mi:h:ﬂﬂgmail-:nm

abel.lagivela@gmail.com

Tel:
+691 320 27493

Email:

baron.mendio a.fm

Tel:
+E8E 73022727
Email:
i r
Tel:

+675 3211 244

Email:
npionfnmsa.gov.pa




Mame:
KOPFIENG, Desmond

Title:
Acting Mamngger, Search & Resous

g |
Republic of Marshall Tslands

Mame;
KADUA, Travis

Title:
Surveillance Officer/Port Contral

Republic of Palau
MName:
ABRAHAM, Judge

Title:
Aids to Mavigakion (ATON) Tech. 1
MName:

TEKRIU, Colson

Title:
Maritime Safety Manager

Address:

PO Box 608

Port Moreshy
Papua New Guinea

Addrass:

Seaports Divislon
RMI Ports Authority
Marshall Tslands

Address:

P.0. Bax 1471
Forar

Republic of Palau

Address:

P.0. Bo 1471
Eoror

Fepublic of Palau

2537

Tel:
+673 3054600

Emall:

is2rn LT A

Tel:
92 457 2451

Email;
kulidanyiai@pmail.com

Tal:
(G207 488-4224

Ermail:
abrahamijudgeSs&idgmail.com
Tel:

(680} 488-4224

Ermail:
dotfEpalaunst.com

jihy IR

IMD/IHO Begional Trammmng Cours=s On Manbims Salely Informateon

Madi, Fiji



Mama:
THOMAS, Mek Dii

Title: Regional Navigation Safety
Advisor

Mame:

TOMTAVALA, Yollsaguyau

Title:
Maritime Policy & Legal Adviser

Address:

Ccean and Maritime Programme,
Geoscience Energy & Maritime Division,
Pacific Community

Level 2, Lotus Bullding, Raty Mara Road
Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji

Address:

Qcean and Maritime Programme.
Geoscience Energy & Maritime Division,
Pacific Communiky

Level 2, Lotus Bullding, Raty Mara Road
Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiii

Tel: +6799246201

Eruail:
mekdiit@spc.int

Tel: #6729 337 9474 ext, 35474

Emazil:
valisaguyauti@spe.int

Vanuatu
Mo Photo

Mame:

o

Tithe:
Marine Officer

Mame;
MGWELE, Alan

Titla:
Aids Eo Mavigation Support Officer

address:

Marine & Port Division, Min of Infra
Vaha'akelo Road

PO Box 52

Muku'alofa, Tonga

Address:

Department OFf Ports and Harbor
Main wharf

PMB 2046

Part vila

Wanuatu

Tel: +6767200190

Emiail:
suss, tagifd @amail.oom

Tel:
+6787349174

Email:
alan, ngwele@gmail.com
EHEWHE@HEHUM.EWHU




MO THO Regional Training Coarse On Mantme Safety Information

25-27 Tuby 2023 -Badn: Fn

Trainers by organisation

Maritime MNew MNarne: Tithe: Email:

Fealand WILSON, Dave Lead &dvisor Safeky Systems | NAVAREA XTIV David. Wilson@maritimenz.govk.nz
Coordinator

Address:

PO Box 30050

Lowear Hutt

Mew Zaaland

Tel;
+64(4) B30 0545 Name: Titha: Email:
SINGH, Simran Advisor Safety Systems Simran.Singh@mantimenz.govi.nz
AMSA Mame;: Title: Email:
SHEPARD, Stuart Frincipal Advisor Maritime Communications | stuart. shepard@amsa.gov.au
Address: NAVAREA ¥ Coordinator
GPO Vox 2181
Canberra ACT 2601
Ankralia
Tel:
+51(2)
CAMP, Hayley Title: Email: B
Search and Rescue Officer Hayley.Camp®amsa.gov.au
MSAF Mame: Title: Email:
KUMAR, Sunil Senior Navigation Safety Officer skumarifmsaf. com.fj
Address:;
PEE bt R
SEEG
Fkf
“Kal:
W A XDhE



ANNEX B

SYLLABUS AND TIMETABLE

IHO MARITIME SAFETY INFORMATION (MSI) TRAINING COURSE

SYLLABUS AND TIMETABLE — Fiji 25 to 27 July 2023

Time Session Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
Welcome (Maritime Safety Authority Fiji) Recap of day 1 Recap of day 2
0900- . . Introduction .
1000 First session (WWNWS) Host Nation MSI Presentation WWNWS and Chart Corrections
Practical Exercise
WWNWS and GMDSS Joint IMO/IHO/WMO Joint MSI Manual “A day in the life of a National
Coordinator”
1000-
1015 Coffee
WWNWS and GMDSS
. . Practical Exercise
1015- Second Practical Exercise “A dav in the Life of a National
. ay in the life of a Nationa
1200 session Introduction to MSI (walk-through) Coordinator”
1200-
1300 Lunch
: Practical Exercise
1300- ) ) Enhanced Group Call Services Practical Exercise . . .
1500 Third session “A day in the life of a National
NAVTEX (walk-through cont.) Coordinator”
1500-
1515 Coffee
WWNWS Guidance Documents Practical Exercise Review
1515- Fourth Practical Exercise
1700 session

National Coordinator Responsibilities (walk-through cont.)

Closing (Fiji Hydrographic Office)

10




MARITIME SAFETY INFORMATION (MSI) TRAINING COURSE — WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND - STUDENT SURVEY RESULTS
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