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PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

 Publication S-44 6th Edition mid-September 2020 



PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

1 – HSPT “terms of reference” and IHO rules 2 – The questionnaire published in 

2017, addressed to the hydrographic 

community 

3 – Comments received from IHO 

stakeholders on the summer 2019 

consolidated version 

4 – The expertise and work of the HSPT 

members, especially during the 5 meetings 

 4 structured “pillars” which have supported this editorial work over three years 



PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

• 20-25 participants at each 
meeting (≈ the same) 

• Mosaic of skills 

• Important intersessional work 

 Pillar 4: The team (Meetings and intersessional works)  



PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

March 
2017 

“Creation” 

June 2017 
1st Meeting 

Paris 

July 2018 
2d Meeting 

Niteroi 

March 2019 
3d Meeting 
Woollongon 

Dec. 2019 
4th Meeting 

Monaco 

March 2020 
5th Meeting 
Stockholm 

July-Sept. 2019 
“call for comments” 

Sept – Nov 2017 
“Questionnaire” 

May-Jul. 2020 
“call for 

endorsement” 

July-Sept. 2020 
“Vote” 

12 Sept. 2020 
“Publication” 

 Timeline 

HSWG ? 



 S-44 6th Edition – What’s new? 

• a new, stricter order has been defined: the exclusive order 

• the concept of "bathymetric coverage" has been introduced 

• the special order explicitly requires complete bathymetric coverage 

• the specifications of the orders are divided into two tables: below and above the vertical 

reference 

• Edition 6 wishes to encourage the use of S-44 beyond safety of navigation: the concept 

of "matrix of specifications" has been introduced 

• the vocabulary has been revised and aligned with the terms usually used in metrology 

• the specifications on positioning of the coastline have been revised and requirements 

on vertical positioning have been added 

• the importance of the epoch of realization of geodetic systems was emphasized 

• a chapter dedicated to metadata has been created 

• edition 6 is intended to be "technologically and methodologically independent" 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 



FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

Ask for all HSPT participants to communicate (or promote) about S-44 Edition6  

 

French Hydrographic Society (AFHY) webinar (mid-November) 

 

IFHS webinar coming soon 

 

Paper for Hydro International on the way 

 Communication/promotion 



ACTIONS REQUESTED FROM HSSC 

• Maintain IHO publication S-44 
• Update IHO publication C-13 – IHO Manual on Hydrography 
• Lead the education on the use of S-44 
• Lead the translation task for S-44 and C-13 
• Maintain close liaison with other HSSC working groups, in particular the work of the Data Quality 

Working Group (DQWG) and the presentation/visualization of nautical data to the maritime customer 
• Identify new systems, technologies and methodologies and exchange experiences, best practice 
• Act as a focal point for industry engagement with the IHO. 

 Hydrographic Surveys Working Group (HSWG)  
The case for the establishment of the Hydrographic Surveys Working Group (HSWG) 
has been considered by the HSPT and work items have been identified 
 

Considering the IHO Strategic Plan 

(see draft 20 July 2019 - ex: SPI 2.2.2) 



 “Collaborative discussion space”  (HSSC12-05.6B)  

Extract from (HSSC12-05.6B)  

ACTIONS REQUESTED FROM HSSC 



 Future HSWG could be a right place to host this “collaborative 

discussion space” (supported by HSPT)  

Extract from IHO Strategic Plan 

ACTIONS REQUESTED FROM HSSC 



Many thanks to HSPT participants, to their State or Organisation 

Thanks to Hydrographic Offices and IHO for hosting meetings 

Thanks to IHO and HSSC team for their support and availability 

 


