
MRN Update



A cautionary tale of identifiers and their value



MRN Guidance

• NIPWG VTC approved use of MRN format to designate organizational 
identifiers in S-100 Part 15 certificates.

• Group convened to review current guidance and suggest next steps 
and any modifications required.

• Existing guidance provides comprehensive technical advice for use of 
MRNs for multiple purposes
• Naming features (in the context of S-100 GFM) using attributes
• Naming IHO publications
• IHO Data products

• There is currently no S-100 ECDIS specific provision in regard to MRN, 
nor any concrete proposals to define any.

• Member State and IHO (Secretariat) level



What needs to happen?
• Existing technical guidance is rigorous and extensive.

• To implement MRN across these domains (IHO Publications, IHO data products, 

S-100 feature instances) requires different actions

• Much can also be learnt from our existing IHO scheme “FOID”, how it is set up 

and how it has evolved

• IHO Level can be implemented independently as long as it is manageable and scalable long term

• S-100 feature instances can be delegated to individual data producers using producer codes (as per 

FOID).

• There would be a need to supplement any scheme with validation tests 

• Persistent unique identifiers have great application beyond SOLAS/Navigation. 

Need to connect implementation of MRN with activities in MSDIWG/UN-GGIM 

and other communities (e.g OGC).



Plan

• Would be good to meet during NIPWG if anyone is 
interested? Breakout group possibly?

• VTC meeting during October

• Focus on:
• Reviewing existing technical guidance

• Establishing practical steps for implementation in conjunction with 
IHO secretariat

• Connection with external groups
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