
List of Vertical Datums used by IHO Member States to describe Chart Datum 

 

COUNTRY  Vertical Datum used to describe CHART DATUM  NOTES  

AUSTRALIA  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)  
Using tidal epoch 1992-2011  
(Also charts produced by Australia under agreement for Papua New Guinea 
and Solomon Islands) 

BRAZIL  Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS)    

CANADA  Lower Low Water Large Tide (LLWLT)  
calculated from 19 years of constituent predictions over a nodal 
modulation epoch  

CHILE  Lowest Low Water Springs   

FRANCE  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)  “Hydrographic zero”  

GERMANY  

German North Sea:  
Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)  
  
German Baltic Sea:  
Mean Sea Level (MSL) which corresponds approximately to 
BSCD2000 (Baltic Sea Chart Datum)  

  

ITALY  Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS)   

INDIA  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT).   

NETHERLANDS  

Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT).  
  
For the Port of Rotterdam: Approximately Lowest Astronomical 
Tide (ALAT).  

 

NEW ZEALND  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)   

NORWAY  

North of Utsira:  LAT  
  
From Utsira to Swedish Border:   
LAT with an added safety margin of 0.2-0.3 m  

  

REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA  

Approximate Lowest Low Water(A.L.L.W.)    

SPAIN  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT).    (Hydrographic Zero) 

SWEDEN  Baltic Sea Chart Datum 2000 (BSCD2000)  

In the southern parts, we still use Mean Sea Level (MSL) as Chart Datum 
and the transition to BSCD2000 will be concluded in ~2024.  
BSCD2000 
Chart Datum  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiho.int%2Fuploads%2Fuser%2Fpubs%2Fihreview_P1%2FIHR_May2020.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CChristopher.Jones%40ukho.gov.uk%7C5f8fd3e7210e45248ed108d936233807%7C9134ca48663d4a05968a31a42f0aed3e%7C0%7C0%7C637600347182088982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9SvRLr0RGhjBftbstlWtDTBt0kN0ke6nQQR1%2BsDR6IQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fregistry.iho.int%2Ffdd%2Fview3.do%3Fidx%3D193%26type%3D3&data=04%7C01%7CChristopher.Jones%40ukho.gov.uk%7C5f8fd3e7210e45248ed108d936233807%7C9134ca48663d4a05968a31a42f0aed3e%7C0%7C0%7C637600347182098976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ntN3TAlH89MNTE9T0KcF4TFb00B6jMOshJmppKn0I9U%3D&reserved=0


UK  Approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT)    

USA  Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW)    

 


