“100 years of international cooperation in hydrography”
- Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service celebrates World Hydrographic Day

A need for a navigational chart aroused as man started to navigate through waters and the importance of
hydrography came into play since then. Hydrography involves a process, from collecting data in the
field to the preparation of the chart in accordance with the highest international standards and
contributes immensely to the economic development of a country. The International Hydrographic
Organization (IHO), which has 94 member countries including Sri Lanka, coordinates hydrographic
activities worldwide through 15 Regional Hydrographic Commissions (RHCs). The IHO was founded in
Monaco on 21% June 1921.

Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Branch was established on 19" January 1970 and was headed by then
Lieutenant Justin Jayasuriya, who later became the Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Navy. However, due
to the war situation in the country, its course was interrupted and in 2012 it was re-established as the Sri
Lanka Navy Hydrographic Unit. Later, it was renamed as Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service
(SLNHS). In the meantime, the National Hydrographic Office (NHO) was established in 1984 under the
National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA) and SLNHS signed an
agreement with NARA in 2016 in order to accomplish national needs. Under a similar agreement with
NARA, Sri Lanka Navy presently operates Sri Lanka’s only research vessel RV Samudrika.

Advanced training is essential to acquire the highest skills in hydrography and for this purpose, officers
as well as sailors of the Sri Lanka Navy are sent to various countries such as Great Britain, India,
Bangladesh and Malaysia for training. Furthermore, the Naval and Maritime Academy, Trincomalee
conducts Survey Recorder training courses for sailors. Basic knowledge on advanced Mathematics and
Physics and being able to take risks and face challenges are key factors to become a qualified
Hydrographer. Other than the theoretical training, it is essential to undergo challenging training out at
sea and on land. The opportunities to use state-of-the-art technological tools as well as the knowledge
gained through data analysis are some of the greatest blessings a Hydrographer could achieve in his life.

Hydrography contributes immensely in maritime boundary delineation, maritime environmental
conservation and coastal conservation etc. and also, instrumental in the economic development of a
country by assisting in the exploration of marine resources. Therefore, it is imperative for all coastal
states to place Hydrography in the right position of the national plan. In fulfilling this national
requirement, Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service carries out surveys of national interests like annual
surveys of International Ports in Colombo and Hambantota and contributes to the determination of
coastline around the island. Also, Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service was instrumental in preparing
the report for the Continental Shelf Claims under the United Nation Convention on the Laws of the Sea
(UNCLOS) which will facilitate Sri Lanka to claim a sea area 27 times the total landmass.

The Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service, having identified its obligations towards the future
generation, conducts annual lectures on hydrography for students of the University of Ruhuna,
University of Uva Wellassa and General Sir John Kothelawala Defence University as part of their
degree programmes and practical sessions in parallel.

The Sri Lanka Navy Hydrographic Service has also been able to fulfil its national responsibility by
utilizing its expertise in maintaining relationships in the international arena. Rear Admiral YN
Jayarathne, Chief Hydrographer of the Navy is the current Chairman of the North Indian Ocean
Hydrographic Commission (NIOHC); the regional cooperation of the IHO and its 20" meeting is
scheduled to be held in July this year. SLNHS was successful in securing the support of the Indian Navy
Hydrographic Department in surveying sea areas vital to international maritime routes around Sri Lanka,
accustomed to modern standards. Also, the training opportunities obtained for its officers and sailors
from different countries have also contributed in maintaining fruitful relations with other countries.

The centenary of World Hydrology Day falls on 21% June 2021 and it is celebrated under the theme of
“One Hundred Years of International Cooperation in Hydrography”. In such a backdrop, the Sri Lanka



Navy Hydrographic Service is committed in maintaining the safest navigable sea routes in and around
the waters of Sri Lanka, extending all possible support for the national interests.
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Hydraography Seminar in Parallel with World Hydrography Day 2021

INVITATION

WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY SEMINAR
2021

100 Years of international cooparation in Hydrography

Faculty of Geomatics, SUSL
and
National Hydrographic Office, NARA
are pleased to organize
an online seminar on

Hydrographic Surveying
celebrating the
Worlds Hydrography Day 2021
together with
world Hydrographic Community

21 June 2020
10.00-12.00h
via Zoom

hittps-fearn zoom.us/mesting/register uSctcOymzojHNX4IpTI CuhgHOAUE didaa
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AGENDA

1w.o0-10.15  "Why International Collabaration in Hydrography'
Mr. AND Perera, Semior Lecturer,
Faculty of Geomatics, SUSL.
Former, Chief Hydrographer, NHO, NARA.

10, 15-10.30 ‘Legacy of National Hydrographic Office of Sri Lanka’
Mr. SRC Ranaweera, Chief Hydrographer
National Hydrographic Office, NARA. =
i0.30-10.50  ‘Initiation of National Hydrographic Office in Rribqlka:' o
Drr. Shanthi Wickramarathne it g
Former Director NHO and Oceanograpliic Division.

10.50-11.20 International Collaboration in ﬂg‘r‘:!?upmzn! aof National
Hydrographic Office’
Mr. MA Arfyoansg :
Farmer Chief H s_f_rggmphe‘!'. NHO, NARA.

11.20-11.40 Importance of Intér-Agency Collehoration in Hydrography'
Dr. MDEK Gunathilaka, Senjor Lecturer
Faculty of Geomatics, SUSL.

LL40-11.55 [seusston, QA

11.55-12.00 Closing Remarks,

Mr, PGV Abeyrathne, Dean
Faculty of Geomatics, SUSL.

Prior-registration is required through the Zoom link:
ttps://learn zoom.us/meeting/ register/uSctcOyrzoHNNAIGZIDI=HOAUE cidBd
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