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Dear Hydrographer, 
 
1. As announced in Reference A, the theme of World Hydrography Day (WHD) 2025 was 

 
“Seabed Mapping: Enabling Ocean Action” 

 
2. This theme aimed to highlight the interrelation of IHO Strategic Plan Goal 3, “Participating 

actively in international initiatives related to the knowledge and the sustainable use of the 
Ocean”, and the tenants of Goal 2, “Increasing the use of hydrographic data for the benefit 
of society”, also highlighting the importance of ocean mapping as the key to enable ocean 
action.  
 

3. National events in connection with World Hydrography Day 2025, as reported by Member 
States, are available at: https://iho.int/en/whd-2025-celebrations-around-the-world. 

 
4. At the 9th IHO Council meeting in Monaco, from 14 to 16 October 2025, the Secretary-

General proposed the following theme for WHD 2026: 
 

“Transforming how ocean data is shared” 
 

5. This proposed theme aims to address the planned uptake of S-100 based data services – 
with a focus on S-101 ENCs and S-102 Bathymetric Surface which assist the IMO ap-
proved acceptance of S-100 ECDIS as regular means for navigation in international ship-
ping. The motto will also facilitate to highlight the ongoing collaboration with other interna-
tional bodies such IALA and WMO to incorporate their services into the S-100 ecosystem. 
Though there is evidently a clear focus on S-100 aspects, the use of the term S-100 was 
deliberately avoided to attract stakeholders outside the core community of hydrographers 
and navigation experts.

https://iho.int/en/whd-2025-celebrations-around-the-world


 

 

6. The IHO Council endorsed this proposal and invited the IHO Secretariat to circulate the 
theme to IHO Member States by IHO Circular Letter. (Reference B1, Decision and Action 
C9/49). 
 

7. Member States are requested to note the endorsement of the IHO Council, consider the 
proposed theme for WHD 2026 and provide their comments, if any, to the Secretariat no 
later than 31 December 2025. The Secretariat would also welcome any comments and 
suggestions aimed at improving the impact and the organization of annual WHD celebra-
tions.  

  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Mathias JONAS 
Secretary-General 

 
1 Available on the IHO Portal:  list of decisions & actions 

https://portal.iho.int/share/files/AAAAAAAA53E/%5BC9%5D%20List%20of%20Decisions%20and%20Actions%20(v1.0%20as%20of%2022%20October%202025)/EN_LIST_OF_DECISIONS_and_ACTIONS_1.0.pdf

