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Madame la Directrice, Monsieur le Directeur,  
 
1. Comme annoncé dans la lettre en référence A, la 7ème session du sous-comité de la 
navigation, des communications et de la recherche et du sauvetage (NCSR 7) de 
l'Organisation maritime internationale (OMI) s'est tenue au siège de l'OMI à Londres, 
Royaume-Uni, du 15 au 24 janvier 2020.  L'OHI y était représentée par son Secrétaire général, 
le Dr Mathias Jonas, par le Directeur Abri Kampfer, et par M. Peter Doherty, président du sous-
comité sur le service mondial d'avertissements de navigation (SMAN-SC). Les coordonnateurs 
des zones NAVAREA suivants étaient également représentés :   Canada (XVII et XVIII), 
France (II), Japon (XI), Nouvelle-Zélande (XIV), Norvège (XIX), Espagne (III), Royaume-Uni 
(I) et Etats-Unis (IV et XII). 
 
2. Comme indiqué dans la lettre en référence B, l'ordre du jour du NCSR 7 comprenait 
les points suivants présentant un intérêt pour les Etats membres de l'OHI : 

 
Point 3 de l’ordre du jour : Mesures d’organisation du trafic maritime et systèmes obligatoires 

de comptes rendus des navires ; 
 
Point 8 de l’ordre du jour : Examen des descriptions des services maritimes dans le contexte 

de l’e-navigation ; 
Point 9 de l’ordre du jour : Actualisation du Plan-cadre SMDSM et directives sur les 

dispositions relatives aux RSM (renseignements sur la sécurité 
maritime) ; 

Point 10 de l’ordre du jour : Mesures de sécurité applicables aux navires non soumis à la 
Convention SOLAS exploités dans les eaux polaires; 

Point 11 de l’ordre du jour : Révision des chapitres III et IV de la Convention SOLAS pour la 
modernisation du Système mondial de détresse et de sécurité en 
mer (SMDSM), y compris les amendements connexes et les 
amendements à apporter en conséquence à d’autres instruments 
existants ; 

Point 12 de l’ordre du jour : Réponse aux questions intéressant la Commission d’études des 
radiocommunications de l’UIT-R et la Conférence mondiale des 
radiocommunications de l’UIT; 

Point 14 de l’ordre du jour :  Evolution des services par satellite du SMDSM ; et 
Point 22 de l’ordre du jour : Divers.



 

 

3. Les discussions, considérations et décisions / recommandations pertinentes sont 
résumées dans l’annexe A. L’ensemble des documents de la réunion ainsi que le rapport 
complet du NCSR 7 (NCSR 7/23) seront mis à disposition sur le site web IMODOCS 
(https://webaccounts.imo.org/) dès leur parution. 
 
Dates du NCSR 8 
 
4. La 8ème session du NCSR (NCSR 8) devrait se tenir au siège de l’OMI du 10 au 19 
février 2021. 
 
Actions requises de la part de l’OHI et de ses Etats membres 
 
5. Le Secrétariat de l’OHI s’assurera que les organes subsidiaires et entités 
subordonnées pertinents de l’OHI soient informés du résultat du NCSR 7, et les invitera à 
envisager la manière dont ce résultat affecte leurs activités et plans de travail ainsi qu’à 
élaborer des contributions aux points de l’ordre du jour pertinents, le cas échéant. Cette action 
concerne notamment le Comité des services et des normes hydrographiques (HSSC) et ses 
groupes de travail ainsi que le SC-SMAN. 
 
6. En particulier, les Etats membres de l'OHI sont invités à soutenir la soumission du 
Secrétariat à l'annexe B de la 102ème session du Comité de la sécurité maritime ( MSC 102) 
en faveur de l'inclusion de la révision MSC 232(82) - Les normes de performance révisées 
pour les systèmes de visualisation des cartes électroniques et d'information (ECDIS) - dans 
l'ordre du jour du NCSR 8. Il s'agit d'une étape nécessaire à l'appui de la feuille de route de la 
S-100 et pour parvenir à l'introduction opérationnelle des ENC de la S-101, la date limite de 
soumission étant fixée au 24 mars 2020.  

 
7. Les Etats membres de l'OHI, en particulier ceux qui ont des responsabilités de 
coordonnateur de zone NAVAREA, sont priés de bien vouloir soumettre des propositions au 
MSC 102 sur les implications financières, y compris sur les ressources supplémentaires 
nécessaires, liées à la diffusion de RSM sur de multiples services mobiles par satellite agréés, 
en mettant notamment l'accent sur une éventuelle formule de partage des coûts.  
 
8. Il est demandé aux services hydrographiques de tenir compte de leurs préparations en 
vue des réunions du NCSR et du Comité de la sécurité maritime (MSC) et de leur engagement 
auprès de leurs administrations maritimes nationales lorsqu’ils formulent des positions 
nationales sur des items pertinents de l’ordre du jour, en tenant des discussions au sein des 
organes subordonnés de l’OHI concernés afin de garantir le maintien d'une approche 
cohérente. 
 
9. Les services hydrographiques sont généralement encouragés à rester en liaison avec 
leur administration maritime nationale afin de s'assurer que leurs points de vue et leurs intérêts 
sont pris en compte dans les points de vue de leur pays et qu'ils contribuent à la progression 
des produits ayant une incidence sur la fourniture de services hydrographiques et de 
renseignements sur la sécurité maritime.  Ceci est particulièrement pertinent pour les points 
de l'ordre du jour couvrant les aspects du SMDSM et l'affichage des informations de navigation 
sur divers équipements de passerelle, qui présentent un intérêt direct pour les Etats membres 
de l'OHI et dans lesquels ils ont des compétences.  

 
Veuillez agréer, Madame la Directrice, Monsieur le Directeur, l’assurance de ma haute 
considération,  

 
 



 

 

 
Pour le Secrétaire général, 

 

 
Abri Kampfer 

Directeur 
 
Annexe : 
 
A. Résumé des discussions du NCSR 7 (en anglais uniquement) 
B. Soumission de l’OHI au MSC 102 (en anglais uniquement)
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Summary of the Discussions at NCSR 7 
 
Agenda Item 3 - Routeing measures and mandatory ship reporting systems 
 
1. The Sub-Committee considered the proposal submitted in document NCSR 7/3/1 
(Norway), regarding the draft amendments to the existing traffic separation schemes and 
associated routeing measures in Norway – "Off the western coast of Norway", "Off the coast 
of southern Norway" and "Off the coast of Norway from Vardø to Røst".  After consideration, 
the Sub-Committee agreed with the modified proposal on the draft amendments to the existing 
traffic separation schemes and associated routeing measures, with a view to adoption by the 
Committee. 
 
2. The Sub-Committee considered the proposal submitted in document NCSR 7/3/2 
(Poland), regarding the draft amendments to the existing traffic separation scheme and 
associated measures, "Slupska Bank", Poland, aiming at establishing a third section of TSS, 
and adjusting and renaming the existing east part, in order to reduce the danger of groundings 
in the area of shallows detected further east of the existing TSS in and outside the Polish 
territorial seas, in the southern part of the Baltic Sea.  After consideration, the Sub-Committee 
agreed with the proposal on the draft amendments to the existing "Slupska Bank" traffic 
separation scheme and associated measures, with a view to adoption by the Committee. 
 
3. The Sub-Committee considered the proposal submitted in document NCSR 7/3/3 
(France), regarding a draft amendment to the conditions of use of the two-way route in the "Off 
Ushant" traffic separation scheme, which was proposed in order to remove ambiguities and 
take into account technological developments.  After consideration, the Sub-Committee 
agreed with the proposal on the draft amendments to the "Off Ushant" traffic separation 
scheme, with a view to adoption by the Committee. 
 
4. The Sub-Committee considered the proposal in document NCSR 7/3 (Australia), 
containing the draft amendments to the existing two-way route in the Great Barrier Reef and 
Torres Strait.  After consideration, the Sub-Committee agreed with the proposal on the draft 
amendments to the two-way route in the Great Barrier Reef and Torres, with a view to adoption 
by the Committee. 
 
5. The provisions agreed by the Sub-Committee will now be submitted to the MSC for 
adoption at its 102nd session in May 2020.  Implementation of the provisions mentioned will be 
six months after adoption by the MSC. 

 
6. The Sub-Committee agreed to recommend to the Committee that the following existing 
adopted measures be revoked, with the adoption of the above-mentioned draft amendments, 
due to their complete replacement by new measures: 

 
.1 "Off the coast of Norway from Vardø to Røst”, set out in paragraph 1.1 of 
COLREG.2/Circ.58, with its associated annex 1 to the circular; 
 
.2 "Off the western coast of Norway" and "Off the southern coast of Norway", set 
out in paragraphs 1.1 and 1.2 of COLREG.2/Circ.62, with their associated annexes 1 
and 2 to the circular, respectively; and 
 



 

 

.3 "Slupska Bank", set out in paragraph 1.2 of COLREG.2/Circ.61, with its 
associated annex 2 to the circular. 
 

Agenda Item 8 - Consideration of descriptions of Maritime Services in the context of e-
navigation 

 
7. The Sub-Committee considered document NCSR 7/8, with the view to provide 
additional guidance for further development of Maritime Services (MS) descriptions 
(MSC.1/Circ.1610), including technical services and product specifications, to guide the work 
being undertaken by domain coordinating bodies according to resolution MSC.467(101). 
 
8. The Sub-Committee agreed that in order to progress the harmonized development of 
Maritime Services descriptions further, overarching coordination meetings for sharing 
experiences and reporting progress within the relevant domain coordinating bodies should 
continue.  Furthermore, noting the target completion year for the current output being 2021, 
the Sub-Committee observed that it might need to be extended.  
 
9. The Sub-Committee considered the need for arrangements to progress the work on 
further development of the descriptions of Maritime Services intersessionally, as well as the 
need for the organization of related workshops or symposia.  After discussions, the Sub-
Committee was of the view that an IMO intersessional harmonization group, with a scope 
which could include some inputs from the Facilitation Committee (FAL), could effectively 
enable the Organization leading the work to progress the development of descriptions of 
Maritime Services.  The IMO Secretariat advised to wait on further maintenance or revision of 
MS descriptions until it had been clarified how the process would be established and 
progressed. 
 
10. The Sub-Committee considered the need for a revision of MSC.1/Circ.1595 on E-
navigation strategy implementation plan – Update 1, reflecting latest developments and future 
tasks.  Recognizing that there was no dedicated output enabling the consideration of the SIP 
update at the next session, the Sub-Committee agreed that interested parties should be invited 
to progress the work intersessionally and present a mature draft to a future session of the Sub- 
Committee under agenda item ʺAny other businessʺ, to complete the update. 

 
11. The Sub-Committee noted that Singapore had developed a video to promote better 
understanding of Maritime Services in the context of e-navigation that was informally presented 
outside the meeting and was available on social media and YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WenDzWY-tXc. 

 
Agenda Item 9 - Updating of the GMDSS master plan and guidelines on Maritime Safety 
Information (MSI) 
 
12. The Sub-Committee noted information provided by the Secretariat on the new GISIS 
module on Shore based facilities for the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 
Master Plan, which was released in February 2019 (GMDSS.1/Circ.23 refers), and encouraged 
Member States to review the information available in the GMDSS module of GISIS and update 
it as soon as changes occurred. 

 
13.  The Sub-Committee considered the proposal by the IHO WWNWS Sub-Committee 
and the WMO-IOC JCOMM WWMIWS Committee (NCSR 7/9) to: 

 
.1 amend the International SafetyNET Manual (MSC.1/Circ.1364/Rev.1, as 
amended by MSC.1/Circ.1364/Rev.1/Corr.1), consolidating a guidance on technical 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WenDzWY-tXc


 

 

requirements for Fleet Safety which was disseminated, on an interim basis, by means 
of MSC.1/Circ.1611, and amending also the title of the Manual to reflect the 
consolidation; and 
 
.2 approve a new MSC circular containing the terms of reference of the IMO 
Enhanced Group Call Coordinating Panel extracted from the Manual. 
 

14. The Sub-Committee agreed to the draft revision of MSC.1/Circ.1364/Rev.1 on 
International SafetyNET Services Manual and to the draft MSC circular on the IMO Enhanced 
Group Call Coordinating Panel; and to forward them to the Committee for approval.  
 
15.  The Sub-Committee agreed to the proposal to modify the GMDSS Master Plan in 
GISIS to make information available on the operational status of new recognized mobile 
satellite services for dissemination of MSI (i.e. planned/testing/operational) in each 
NAVAREA/METAREA. In this context, the Sub-Committee: 

 
.1 invited Member States to report to the IMO Secretariat on the progress and 
status of implementation of newly recognized mobile satellite services by MSI 
providers; and. 
 
.2 requested the Secretariat to modify the GMDSS Master Plan in GISIS to make 
information available on the operational status of new recognized mobile satellite 
services for dissemination of MSI and, until the GMDSS Master Plan in GISIS was 
modified, to circulate any information received regarding the implementation of new 
recognized GMDSS mobile satellite services by means of an appropriate GMDSS 
circular. 
 

16. The Sub-Committee considered the cost implications, including additional resources 
needed, related to the dissemination of MSI over multiple recognized mobile satellite services. 
 
17. Concerns were expressed, in particular, on the potential escalation of costs for MSI 
providers, the risk of a potential reduction of MSI messages disseminated to ships, the impact 
on the future recognition of new GMDSS services and, most importantly, on the safety of ships 
and the sustainable development of shipping.  The Sub-Committee also expressed the view  
indicating the urgent need for IMO to liaise with relevant international organizations, with the 
involvement of Member States, in order to: 

 
.1 develop appropriate solutions to address cost-related issues for the 
dissemination of MSI over multiple recognized mobile satellite services; and  
 
.2 consider the establishment of a cost-sharing formula to alleviate the cost burden 
put on Member States responsible for the dissemination of MSI in different NAVAREAS 
and METAREAS due to the recognition of new mobile satellite services for the GMDSS. 
 

18. After consideration and recognizing that this was mainly a policy issue, the Sub-
Committee agreed to refer the matter to the Committee for consideration and invited interested 
Member States and international organizations to submit proposals to the Committee, as 
appropriate. 

 
Agenda Item 10 - Safety measures for non-SOLAS ships operating in polar waters 
 
19. The Sub-Committee considered whether and to what extent requirements should be 
applied to non-SOLAS ships operating in polar waters.  The Sub-Committee also emphasized 



 

 

the importance of any new chapters of the Polar Code being written to make it clear that they 
apply to non-SOLAS ships undertaking international voyages that include polar waters, and 
expressing that a transition period should only be considered on a provision by provision basis 
and for a minimal number of provisions. 
 
20. The Sub-Committee, noting the overwhelming support during deliberations in plenary 
to the importance to enhance safety of non-SOLAS ships in polar waters, and noting the need 
to progress the work intersssionally, agreed the establishment of a correspondence group, 
under the coordination of New Zealand.  The contact details for the coordinator are: 

 
Ms. Beryl Matete 
PO Box 25620, Wellington, 6140, New Zealand 
Tel: + 64 4 473 0111 
Email: polar.code@maritimenz.govt.nz 

 
Agenda Item 11 - Revision of SOLAS chapters III and IV for Modernization of the GMDSS, 
including related and consequential amendments to other existing instruments 
 
21.  The Sub-Committee considered proposals related to definitions in regulation IV/2 and, 
after consideration, agreed: 

 
.1 to the proposed amendments to the draft definitions of "General 
radiocommunications" (regulation IV/2.1.8) and "Enhanced Group Call (EGC)" (new 
definition); 
 
.2 that the current definition of "International NAVTEX service" (regulation IV/2.1.7) 
was no longer required and should be deleted based on the decision taken regarding 
the proposed amendments to regulation IV/7.1.4 and that, for the same reason, no 
additional definitions for "NAVTEX" or "National NAVTEX service" were required; and 
 
.3 that no additional definitions for "distress alert" and "operational 
communications" were required. 
 

22. The Sub-Committee also agreed to the IHO proposal made at 15th meeting of the Joint 
IMO/ITU Experts Group on Maritime Radiocommunication Matters, that the WWNWS-SC 
when reviewing the NAVTEX Manual in future, would consider the need to review the existing 
text with respect to SAR information, in order to articulate the current operational procedures 
in use and the availability of NAVTEX for the transmission of messages on behalf of SAR 
authorities in relation to SAR operations and incidents, including guidance on the appropriate 
type and content of these messages. 

 
23. The Sub-Committee approved the draft terms of reference for the 16th meeting of the 
Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group on Maritime Radiocommunication Matters and agreed with the 
advice by the Group that five days were required for the meeting, which is programmed to be 
held 6 to 10 July 2020 at the IMO in London.  The NCSR 7 also endorsed the re-establishment 
of the Correspondence Group on the Modernization of the GMDSS, under the coordination of 
United States, and approved its terms of reference.  The contact details for the coordinator 
are: 

Mr. Robert L. Markle 
Markle Marine Safety Services 
206 Johnston Farm Lane 
Woodstock, GA 30188 
United States 



 

 

Tel./Text: +1 703 283-2266 
Email: bob@markle.com  

 
Agenda Item 12 - Response to matters related to the radiocommunication ITU-R study 
group and ITU World Radiocommunication Conference  
 
24. Under the discussions covering the technical standardization for public mobile 
networks in the context of maritime safety, the Sub-Committee noted the discussions at 
IMO/ITU EG 15 on technical standardization for public mobile networks in the context of 
maritime safety and that the Experts Group, noting that IALA had already been approached by 
the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), had invited IALA to keep IMO informed of future 
developments.  In this context, the Sub-Committee noted also the information provided by 
IALA on considerations made by IALA with respect to developments within 3GPP that could 
support the maritime domain.  

  
25. The Sub-Committee considered information provided by the Republic of Korea 
(NCSR 7/12/10), commenting on document NCSR 7/12, and proposing that IMO should 
monitor and investigate the use of public broadband communication and the standardization 
work of emerging maritime communication technologies related to maritime safety and 
should support standardization work to be harmonized with the GMDSS.  
 
IHO Secretariat comment:   This has the potential to open up the provision of MSI via the 
mobile-phone network and download from websites.  It would change the operational 
procedures of NAV and MET Area Coordinators and may open up the promulgation of MSI to 
commercial third parties with current authorities/organizations retaining responsibility for the 
original information/data. 
  
26. After consideration, the Sub-Committee invited interested Member States and 
international organizations to submit relevant proposals to IMO/ITU EG 16 in order to start 
deliberations on this matter. 
 
Agenda Item 14 - Developments in GMDSS satellite services 
 
27. The Sub-Committee considered information provided by China (NCSR 7/14) on BeiDou 
Message Service System (BDMSS), inviting the Sub-Committee to verify and evaluate the 
information on pre-assessment of BDMSS in relation to the criteria established by resolution 
A.1001(25) and to consider inviting IMSO to conduct the technical and operational assessment 
of BDMSS. 
 
28. After consideration, the Sub-Committee, noting general support for the proposal by 
China, invited IMSO to conduct the technical and operational assessment of BDMSS and 
provide a technical and operational assessment report for consideration by the NCSR Sub-
Committee.  The IMSO advised that it was ready to undertake the technical and operational 
assessment of BDMSS; that a group of experts would be established for this purpose; and that 
interested parties willing to participate in this work should contact IMSO.  

 
IHO Secretariat comment:   It is anticipated that WWNWS-SC and WWMIWS-C members will 
be invited to provide the technical and operational expertise for this assessment. 

 
29. The Sub-Committee noted the information provided by IMSO (NCSR 7/INF.16) on the 
progress of the implementation of recognized maritime mobile satellite services by Iridium. 
IMSO advised that the Letter of Compliance, which marked the entry into force of Public 
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Service Agreement (PSA) and the commencement of Iridium's financial obligations to IMSO in 
respect of the oversight of GMDSS, had been issued on 19 December 2019. 
 
Agenda Item 21 - Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for 2021 
 
30. The Sub-Committee unanimously elected Mr Ringo Lakeman (Netherlands), as Chair, 
and Mr Nigel Clifford (New Zealand), as Vice-Chair, for 2021. 
 
Agenda Item 22 - Any other business  
 
31. During the discussion on the review of IMO publications related to navigation, 
communication and search and rescue, general support was expressed for the aim of the 
proposal for the enhancement of IMO publications.  However, some concerns were expressed 
regarding the establishment of editorial groups of experts to assist with the review and update 
of publications.  The Sub-Committee, recognizing the importance of this matter, as well as the 
need for feedback from relevant experts before taking any final decisions.  It was recognized 
by the IMO Secretariat that the WWNWS-SC is already undertaking this task with respect to 
MSI documents. 
 
32. The Sub-Committee considered information provided by Canada (NCSR 7/22/2) 
seeking clarifications on the guidance for portrayal of Maritime safety information (MSI) set out 
in SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.2 on Guidelines for the presentation of navigation-related symbols, terms 
and abbreviations and, in particular, in connection with the development of product 
specifications for Navigational Warnings (contained in IHO S-124) for use in ECDIS using 
IHO's S-100 data modelling framework. 

 
33. In view of relatively far future date when the new standards should be applied, the Sub-
Committee noted that there should be no negative consequences in cancelling already-
introduced MSI symbol.  The Sub-Committee agreed that the best solution would be to cancel 
retrospectively the introduction of the MSI symbol which was introduced in 
SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.2 as from 14 June 2019, and developed a draft corrigendum as 
SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.2/Corr.1, as set out in annex 7. 
 
34. During consideration, the Sub-Committee expressed the need for a better way of 
coordinating and managing the maintenance of navigation related symbols in the future.  It 
would be important to facilitate the ability for users to contribute to the improvement of symbols, 
as envisaged in Human Centred Design, while providing the Organization with a way to 
maintain standardization, which is important to the user experience and as a result, safe 
navigation. 
 
IHO Secretariat comment:   Noting these comments, the IHO, through NCWG and NIPWG, 
needs to be closely involved in this future work.  The Chair of the S-124PT, who attended 
NCSR 7, will take this MSI portrayal work as part of the S-124 development. 
 
35. Accordingly, the Sub-Committee invited Member States and international organizations 
to inform, as soon as possible, the relevant stakeholders of this correction, as appropriate, 
upon the approval of the corrigendum by the Committee, at its next at its next session in May 
2020. 
 
36. The Sub-Committee considered a proposal by the Republic of Korea (NCSR 7/22/3) 
on the development of guidelines for the use of Electronic nautical publications (ENPs) in order 
to unify the implementation of SOLAS regulation V/19.2.1.4.  After consideration, the Sub-



 

 

Committee invited interested Member States and international organizations to submit a 
proposal for a new output to the Committee, as appropriate. 
 
IHO Secretariat comment:   This may have an impact on the work of NIPWG; consideration 
should be given for the submission of a comment paper to MSC 102, deadline 24 March 2020. 

 
37. The Sub-Committee considered a report from IHO (NCSR 7/22/5) presenting a status 
of IHOʹs ECDIS-related standards and a roadmap of the introduction of the next generation of 
S-101 Electronic navigational charts (ENC); explaining the resulting implications for existing 
and new ECDIS installations; and proposing consideration of amendments to resolution 
MSC.232(82) on Revised Performance standards for Electronic chart display and information 
systems (ECDIS) to include references to S-100 and S-101, with regard to ECDIS equipment 
installed on or after 1 January 2024. 
 
38. After consideration, the Sub-Committee:  
 

.1 acknowledged the ongoing effort of IHO to develop and test S-100 based data 
product specifications, as well as the proposed introduction of IHOʹs S-101 ENCs as a 
transfer standard for official charts in ECDIS; and  
  
.2 agreed that the amendments to resolution MSC.232(82) could be considered at 
a future session under the existing output on the Committee's post-biennial agenda on 
"Revision of ECDIS Guidance for good practice (MSC.1/Circ.1503/Rev.1)" and, in this 
respect, invited the Committee to expand this output to include consideration of 
amendments to resolution MSC.232(82). 
 

IHO Secretariat comment:   It is requested that IHO Member States express their support for 
the Secretariat´s submission in Annex B at MSC 102 for its inclusion in the Work Programme 
of NCSR as an output of NCSR 8 and for it to be completed in one session rather than be tied 
to the completion of the revision of the MSC.1/Circ.1503, for which two sessions have been 
allocated.  To this end Member States are encouraged to submit additional supporting 
comment papers to MSC 102 for which the deadline is 24 March 2020 and/or inform their 
respective IMO representatives to comment verbally in support once this item is introduced in 
plenary. 

 
39. The Sub-Committee noted information provided by China (NCSR 7/INF.20) on future 
revision of ECDIS Guidance for good practice (MSC.1/Circ.1503/Rev.1) and inviting interested 
Member States and international organizations to participate in this work led by China. 
 
IHO Secretariat comment:   This is related to China's submission MSC 99/12/10, which 
provided comments on implementation difficulties as to ECDIS software updates from the 
perspective of statutory surveys. It analysed the root cause and proposes three 
recommendations. 
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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document provides comments on document MSC 102/16, in 
particular the proposed revision of MSC.232(82) highlighted as 
proposed in IHO report on monitoring of ECDIS issues to NCSR 7 
(NSCR 7/22/5). 

Strategic direction, if 
applicable: 

6 

Output: 164 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 5 

Related documents: MSC 102/16, NCSR 7/23, NCSR 7/22/5, MSC.232(82) 

 
1. This document is submitted in accordance with paragraph 6.12.5 of the Guidelines on 
the organization and method of work of the Maritime Safety Committee and the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee and their subsidiary bodies (MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.4/Rev.4).  
This submission comments on document MSC 102/16 (Secretariat), specifically on the status 
of ECDIS-related standards and the roadmap for the introduction of the next generation of 
Electronic navigational charts (ENC) as highlighted in paragraph 3.4.3 and discussed in NCSR 
7/23 paragraphs 22.10 and 22.11.  
 
2. At NCSR 7, the IHO submitted document NCSR 7/22/5, which explained the implications 
for existing and new ECDIS installations resulting from the introduction of an additional format 
for official Electronic Navigational Charts (ENCs) titled S-101.  The IHO proposed amendments 
to resolution MSC.232(82) on Revised Performance standards for Electronic chart display and 
information systems (ECDIS) to include references to the base line IHO publication S-100, and 
the specifications of the S-101 ENC format with regard to ECDIS equipment. 

 



 

 

3. The IHO fully supports the inclusion of the revision of MSC.232(82) in the NCSR 8 
agenda under the existing output “Revision of ECDIS Guidance for good practice 
(MSC.1/Circ.1503/Rev.1)”. 

 
4. In preparation for NCSR 8 and to assist the revision process, the IHO intends to submit 
proposed amendments for both MSC.232(82) and MSC.1/Circ.1503/Rev.1 under the agenda 
item “Any Other Business – Report on monitoring ECDIS issues” to NCSR 8 for consideration 
by the Sub-Committee.  The IHO believes that the revision to MSC.232(82) can be completed 
in one session.  
 
Action requested of the Committee 
 
5. The Committee is invited to consider the above comments and take action as 
appropriate. 

 
 

*** 
 

 


